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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges oz 
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By Charles H. Spurgeon an a 


“Moreover the Philistines had yet war again with Israel; 
and David went down, and his servants with him, and fought 
agamst the Philistines: and David waxed faint’—II Sam. 


21:15. 


“For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had 
no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were 
fightings, within were fears. Nevertheless God, that com- 
forteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the com- 


ing of Titus”—II Cor, 7:5, 6. 


“In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and -nakedness, 
Beside these things that are without, that which cometh up- 
on me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is.weak, and 


I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?”— 


11 :27-29. 


As it is recorded that David, in 
the heat of battle, waxed faint, so 
may it be written of all servants 
of the Lord. Fits of depression 
come over the most of us. Usually 
cheerful as we may be, we must at 
intervals be cast down. The strong 
are not always vigorous, the wise 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


II Cor. 


not always ready, the brave not al- 
ways courageous, and the joyous 
not always happy. There may be 
here and theré men of iron to 
whom wear and tear work no per- 
ceptible detriment, but surely the 
rust frets even these; and as for 
ordinary men, the Lord knows, and 
makes them to know, that, they are 
but dust. 

Knowing by most painful experi- 
ence what deep depression of 
Spirit means, being ‘visited there- 
with at seasons by no means few 
or far between, I thought it might 
be consolatory to some of my 
brethren if I gave my thoughts 
thereon, that younger men might 


{not fancy that some strange thing 


had happened to them when they 
became for a season possessed by 
melancholy; and that sadder men 
might know that one upon whom 
the sun has shone right joyously 
did not always walk in the light. 

It is not necessary by quota- 
tions from the biographies of emi- 
nent ministers to prove that sea- 
sons of fearful prostration have 
fallen to the lot of most, if not all 
of them. The life of Luther might 
suffice to give a thousand instan- 


(Continued on page 4) 


By V. Raymond Edman, Ph.D., LL.D., D.D. 
President, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 


“,.. strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.’”— 


II Thess. 2:11. 


Communism is the biggest lie 
ever foisted upon “mankind! 

The communists are masters in 
telling big lies. The bigger the 
lie, the better for their purpose, 
it appears. In their propaganda 
in the Soviet Union to their own 
people and to the outside world 
elsewhere, they pursue the policy. 
of promoting larger: and larger 
lies, with the expectation that 
much of what they say will be 
believed by the unsuspecting. 

Logical and thoroughgoing com- 
munists are of necessity atheists; 
and without God men have no 
sense of right and wrong, of 
truthfulness and _ untruthfulness, 
of honesty and iniquity, with the 
result that the communists 
state whatever serves their pur- 
pose. One can never believe the 
word of an atheist. 

The communists are masters of 
big lies because communism it- 
self is the biggest lie of all, a 
prevarication so preposterous that 
it seems that no intelligent person 
could possibly believe it. Yet there 
are millions of people in the world 
today who have become converts 
to communism either by intellect- 
ual persuasion or by physical 
force. 


In the prophetical portion given 


How a Devil-Possessed Fortuneteller 
Got Two Preachers in Jail 


and What Came of It 


By Evangelist John R, Rice 


The most thrilling stories in all literature are in the 
Bible! The person who does not read the Bible is ignorant. 
A man may have a Ph.D. degree, but he is not truly educated 
if he is not familiar with the Bible. The Bible contains not 
only the precepts of God but the most stirring adventure tales 


in existence. 


One of the most fascinating of 
all the adventure stories in the 
Bible is that of Paul and Silas on 
their missionary journey. In Acts, 
chapter 16, we read that Paul had 
a dream in which stood a man of 
Macedonia pleading, “Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us.” 
After this vision they went to 
Philippi and preached the Gospel. 
There Paul found faith to com- 
mand that the demon come out of 
a devil-possessed fortunetelling 
slave girl. How that girl was 
saved, how Paul and Silas were 
put in jail and beaten, how they 
sat with their feet fast in the 
stocks, how they sang praises and 
prayed, how the Lord sent an 
earthquake which freed Paul and 
Silas, and how the jailer was con- 
verted, is a most interesting and 
satisfying story. Here, too, is the 
most wonderful truth in the Bible 


—how a poor sinner may be in- 


stantly saved and know it! 


Now read this wonderful story 
from the Bible. 

“And it came to pass, as we 
went to prayer, a certain damsel 
possessed with a spirit of divina- 
tion met us, which brought her 
masters much gain by soothsay- 
ing: The same followed Paul and 
us, and cried, saying, These men 
are the servants of the most high 
God, which shew unto us the way 
of salvation. And this did she 
many days. But Paul, being 
grieved, turned and said to the 
spirit, I command thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out 
of her. And he came out the same 
hour. 

“And when her masters saw that 
the hope of their gains was gone, 
they caught Paul and Silas, and 
drew them into the marketplace 
unto the rulers. And brought them 
to the magistrates saying, These 
men, being Jews, do exceedingly 


trouble our city, And teach cus- 
toms, which are not lawful for us 
to receive, neither to observe, be- 
ing Romans. And the multitude 
rose up together’ against them: 
and the magistrates rent off their 
clothes, and commanded to beat 
them. And when they had laid 
many stripes upon them, they cast 
them into prison, charging the 
jailor to keep them safely: Who, 
having received such a. charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, 
and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. r 

“And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto 


(Continued on page 9) 


Paul and Silas in Stocks 
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in II Thessalonians 2, we read, 

. that day shall not come, ex- 
cept there come a falling away 
first.... For the mystery of in- 
iquity doth already work.,... with 
all deceivableness of unrighteous- 
ness... because they receive not 
the love of the .truth...for this 
cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe 
a lie” (3-11). 


I do not say that communism 


is the lie of Satan, but it certainly 


is the biggest lie yet out of Hell, 
and its design is to condition 
men’s minds against God so that 
they will gladly accept the Anti- 
christ, the one spoken of in this 
Scripture as “that man of sin... 
the son of __ perdition... that 
Wicked... whose coming is after 


the working of Satan.” Commun-}{ 


ism is the best preparation for the 
reign of Antichrist that the world 


has seen to date, for Antichrist | 


with his predicted authoritarian, 
totalitarian reign will 


government without God. 


promise | | 
economic security, social equality | 
and political freedom in a world|3 


I. Communism Is an 
Economic Lie 


Despite its claim to be strictly, 
scientific and therefore as accue 
rate and immutable as the lawg 
of natur&éal science, communism ig 
an economic lie. Karl Marx bes 
lieved himself to be a thorough- 
going scientist; and because his 
revolutionary ideas in matters 
social seemed similar to Darwin’s 
evolutionary hypothesis, he dedi- 
cated his masterpiece, Capital, ta 
the English exponent of evolution, 
Darwin declined that dubious dis« 
tinction, however. 

It must be remembered that 


(Continued on page 8) 


Let us take a close look at the 


lies of communism. Candidly, ob- | #2 
jectively, carefully we shall con-|@ 


sider them as expressed in the 
writings of Karl Marx and his 
followers, and study them in the 
light of the Scriptures and of hu- 
man experience. 

We find that the lies are eco- 
nomic, social, political, and spirit- 
ual. 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman 


Help Us Celebrate 


OUR BIRTHDAY! 


Sword Twenty Years Old This Issue 
1. Send as Many Six-Month Subscriptions, at $1-Each, as 


Possible 


2. Friends Who Have Subscription Quotas Please Rush ta 


Fill Them 


3. Give Generously to Our Missionary and Minister Subscrip< 
tion Fund For Others Who Cannot Subscribe 


By the Editor 


The first issue of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD was dated September 28, 
1934. This issue celebrates our 
twentieth anniversary! Therefore, 
we want all of our readers and 
friends to rejoice with us, and to 
help us celebrate. Please send us 
birthday greetings. Here are some 
other ways we ask you to help us 
celebrate. 


1. As a Birthday Celebration 
We Hold Open Our Introduc- 
tory Subscription Offer, 
Six Months for $1, Till 
October 12 


In this issue we have the third 


of the fifteen tremendous sermons 


Oe ne ee ee 


— 


ee | 


on vital public issues, received in 
our recent contest. We paid $1,750 
for these sermons and we think 
they are the greatest series of ser- 
mons on such topics published im 
this generation! We are offering 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp for a full 
six months, 26 big twelve-page 
issues, for only $1, when five or 
more subscriptions are sent at one 
time (in Canada and foreign coun- 
tries the subscription price must 
be $1.25 for six months, since we 
must pay that extra postage). Ta 
celebrate our birthday we will hold 
this offer open until October 12, 


(Continued on page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 24, 1954 


~The World Council of Ch 


arches 


By the Editor ~ 


In August the World Council of 
Churches met in Evanston, Illinois. 
This is the international 
which is represented in America 
4s the National Council of 
€hurches. The leadership is lib- 
eral or modernistic. The steadtast 
aim of the National Council of 
Churches and of the World Council 
of Churches is to do away with 
denominational lines and put all 
the churches into one super-church. 
The Methodist bishop, G. Brom- 
lcs Oxnam, of Washington, D.C., 
who says that the God of the 
Bible is a “dirty bully,” who ad- 
@qiitted before a Congressional 
committee that he had been con- 
mected with nine groups which 
fiave turned out to be communist 
vont organizations, or subversive 
was the American presi- 
dent up until this meeting elected 
#iis successor (the World Council 
of Churches has six presidents). 


This World Council of Churches 
and its American’ branch, the 
Wational Council of Churches, are 
mot to be confused with the In- 
ternational Council of Christian 
Churches and the American Coun- 
cit of Churches which are funda- 


gientalist, led by Dr. Carl MclIn- 
tire and other Bible-believing 
Christians. The International 


Council of Churches met in Phila- 
celphia, under a large tent, dur- 
inc the first part of August. 

At Evanston, in the World Coun- 
cil meeting, were many good 
Christians. and they said many 
good things. But attending the 
Council also were many uncon- 
verted church people, many 
worldly people, and many out-and- 
out modernists denying the es- 
sential doctrines of the Christian 
faith. 

Several highlights show’ the 
nature of the National Council of 
Churches. 

A Chicago newspaper reporter 
found some delegates from Ger- 
many arguing vigorously on a 
street corner. Since the reporter 
could not understand German, he 
#nquired what they were talking 
about. He expected to find them 
wm Vigorous argument on theo- 
logical questions. But one of the 
men explained they were simply 
discussing where they could get 
some beer! Evanston is prohibition 
territory. They could not buy beer 
there. So the authorities allowed 
them to bring beer and. liquor to 
Evanston, provided they should 
drink it enly in their rooms. What 
a commentary on the Council of 
Church leaders! 

Martin Niemoller, who became 
famous for opposing Hitler in Ger- 
many, broke into the news. He 
had discovered, he said, the way 
to distinguish theological positions 
of the delegates te the World 
Council of Churches. He said, if a 
minister smokes cigarettes, he is 
a liberal. If he smokes cigars, he 
is orthodox. If he smokes a pipe, 
ne is a dialectic, that is, a philoso- 
pher or one who argued about 
religion. 

Among the delegates was Bishop 


—e 


group) 


Peter from Hungary, behind the 
Iron Curtain. He was widely 
known as a communist. The com- 
munists promoted him to the of- 
fice of bishop and a church con- 
trolled by the communist govern- 
ment. Refugees from behind the 
Iron Curtain insist that he is 
an officer of the Communist sec- 
ret police. The American govern- 
ment gave him only a limited 
visa. He was not allowed to speak 
anywhere but in Evanstom and 
during the meetings of the World 
Council. Some Council leaders 
seemed to be afraid of what he 
would. say. At any rate, he was 
not allowed to speak to a press 


j conference or to answer inquiries. 


There were many friends of 
communism and socialism at the 
World Council, including a num- 
ber of delegates from behind the 
Iron Curtain. Bishop Oxnam him- 
self, in his publie address, insisted 
that Christians “must work for a 
classless society.” He said that 
Christians must want the classless 
society as much as communists 
do. But to call communism Chris- 
tianity does not change the nature 
of it. 

One delegate, in a public ad- 
dress, said that the World Council 
of Churches was not now as much 
against capitalism (the American 
way of private ownership of prop- 
erty and free enterprise). But 
actually a great many delegates 
believe in the ideology of. Karl 
Marx, including principal Ameri- 
can leaders. 


Among the members of this 
World Council of Churches were 
representatives of the Greek 
Catholic Church with their masses, 
prayers to the Virgin Mary, etc. 
And Greek Catholics take a prom- 
inent position in the World Coun- 
cil of Churches because there are 
a great many Greek Catholics in 
the world. Some leaders bemoan 
the fact that the Roman Catholics 
will not come into the World 
Council of Churches. 


A Super-Church an 
Abomination 
The aim of leaders of the World 
Council of Churches is to form a 
super-church, one large denomina- 


tion in which modernists and fund-: 


amentalists; communists and those 
who hate communism; those who 
pray to the Virgin Mary and kneel 
before images, along with those 
who trust in Jesus Christ alone as 
Saviour; all in one big church! 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, Methodist 
leader, has worked hard to’ pre- 
pare sentiment for getting every- 
body into one big denomination or 
super-church, The big word among 
World Council leaders’ and 
National Council leaders is ‘“‘ecu- 
menical.’ Some good people even 
quote the prayer of Jesus in John 
17:21, “That they all may be one; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one 
in us...’ These leaders insist that 
such a church would be so power- 
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Preachers! 


This issue of the SWORD is proudly 
and prayerfully dedicated to you. 


We pray you may be blessed and 
helped by it especially. 
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ful that it could make govern- 
ments listen and it could have 
vast influence on the world. 


But this is a wicked and violent 
wresting of Scripture, for Jesus is 
speaking only of saved people. In 
verse 20 He prayed, ‘Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through 
their word.” And again, to think 
that a World Council of Churches 
would fulfill the prayer of Jesus 
that Christians might be one is to 
utterly disregard the kind of unity 
for which Jesus prayed. He prayed 
for oneness in heart, not a one- 
ness in organization. 


I remember how Dr. J. B. Gam- 
brell, Texas Southern — Baptist 
leader, years ago, illustrated the 
false unity of putting people in the 
same organization when they do 
not agree on great essential truths. 
He said, “You could tie two cats’ 
tails together and hang them over 
a clothesline. They would be in 
organic union, but there would 
not be any unity. There would be 
cats’ fur flying!” 

It is foolish to suppose that to 
put two people into the same or- 
ganization when they are dia- 
metrically opposed in their funda- 
mental beliefs would make them 
one. 

The ‘simple truth is that the 
Bible does not teach that people 
ought to be joined in a great de- 
nomination. The Bible teaches 
that Christians ought to join local 
New Testament churches, that is, 
local groups of Christians. Any 
kind of denominational organiza- 
tion above the local church is 
wholly unscriptural. For conveni- 
ence’ sake, churches can work to- 
gether, can have headquarters and 
unite in mission programs, but 
every Christian ought to remem- 
ber that such organizations are 
matters of convenience only, that 
they are not required in the Bible, 
and that they can be useful only 
as they stay true to Christ and 
as the local churches are exalted 
as the scriptural units for Chris- 
tian work. Those who want a 
super-church, with all kinds of 
people, saved and lost, Bible-be- 
lievers and infidels, lumped _ to- 
gether .in the same organization, 
Wholly ignore the prayer of Jesus 
that Christians should be one in 
spirit, one in brotherly love, one 
in doctrine, one in faithfulness to 
Christ and the Bible. 

Actually, the boek of Revelation 
seems to foretell a great stiper- 
church that will be on the earth in 
the Great Tribulation time. This 
super-chureh is pittured by a 


great harlot woman which evi- 
dently represents a_ state-sup- 
ported church. But this super- 


church is not a good church and 
does not represent God. Rather, 
she is called “MYSTERY, BABY- 
LON THE. GREAT,. THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH.” And many of the char- 
acteristics of this false religion, 
which will be widely recognized in 
the Great Tribulation after all 
truly converted Christians are 
taken out of the world, are marks 
of Roman Catholicism today— 
persecution of saints, riches, spir- 
itual fornication and idolatry. So, 
those who try to form a super- 
church of all denominations are 
not really helping the cause of 
Christ. If they succeed, they will 
be but helping the cause of Satan. 

Even now the World Council of 
Churches selects the rankest un- 
believers as leaders. They openly 
slander fundamentalists and mock 
at.the old-time Christian faith. 
For Bible-believing Christians to 
join such an organization would 
mean that they would be turning 
their back on the historic Chris- 
tian faith and little by little be- 
ing absorbed in a godless machine 


‘which is the enemy of Christ and 


of the historic Christian faith. 
Many saved people are in the 

denominations which are repre- 

sented in the National Council of 


1 Churches and in the World Coun- 


cil of Churches. Many godly 
Bible-believing preachers are in 
these denominations which are 
represented in this group, which 
is headed toward a super-church. 
It is this editor’s earnest convic- 
tion that such Christians do not 
have places of leadership; they 
cannot control the policies of the 
World Council of Churches or the 
National Council of Churches, and 
they put themselves in constant 
fellowship with those who deny 
Christ and thus support wicked 
unbelief. 

Later, God willing, we hope to 
give our readers more informa- 
tion about the newly elected presi- 
dents of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Dr. Mackay of Princeton 


Dr. Mackay is president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 
was until this year moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. and is a member of the 
Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Recently, in the Saturday Even- 
ing Post, Dr. Daniel Poling, fam- 
ous editor of the Christian Herald, 
called upon church leaders to get 
out of communist front organiza- 
tions and not be fellow-travelers 
with communists by defending 
communists and socialist enter- 
prises. which they sponsor. Dr. 
Poling called attention to’ the 
fact that a letter by Dr. Mackay, 
endorsed by the Presbyterians and 
sent to Presbyterian preachers, de- 
nouncing Senator McCarthy and 
those who are against communism, 
used the language and terms of 
recent communist publications. Dr. 
Poling admitted that he had been 
deceived in joining some pro-com- 
munist organizations and that he 
had quickly cleared his skirts. He 
pleaded with Dr. Mackay to re- 
sign from some.of these subversive 
organizations which he had joined. 


Because of the tremendous in- 
fluence of Princeton Seminary 
with its Barthian theology, because 
the Presbyterian church has re- 
cently demanded that Presbyter- 
ian preachers resign from. the 
faculty of Fuller Seminary and 
demanded that Presbyterian min- 
isters resign from the faculty of 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
and otherwise taking a very active 
stand against Bible-believers, we 
feel that it is important for Chris- 
tians to know about Dr. Mackay. 

Here is some material which we 
quote from Rev. W. O. H. Gar- 
man in jhis address on “Entangl- 
ing Missionary Alliances and the 
Historic Christian Faith,” given at 
the International Council of Chris- 
tian Churches, Friday, August 6. 

Dr. Mackay, in addition to be- 
ing president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., is a member of the 
Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. He is a 
defender of the Barthian heresy 
and permits Barthians to teach 
in his seminary. Dr. Mackay 
was formerly a missionary to 
South America, on which con- 
tinent Protestants are even unto 
this day persecuted unto death 
and their churches destroyed by 
fanatical Roman Catholics. 
Nevertheless, he calls the Ro- 
man Catholic Church a “sister 
Christian communion” and is 
working to unite Protestantism 
with Rome which claims to be 
the ‘true church” exclusively. 
Dr. Mackay participated in a 
worship service led by an Ortho- 
dox priest in which prayers were 
offered to the virgin Mary, 
through a host of saints, and 
for the dead. A communist-front 
member himself, he has con- 
stantly championed the cause 
of the Chinese Reds, represent- 
ing them as “liberators,” and 
down to this very day, unless 
he has had a recent change of 
heart, advocated their recogni- 
tion. As moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A.,_ he 
wrote a 2300 word pronounce- 
ment denouncing ‘Congressional 
committees investigating the 
Reds. But let others tell us of 
his’ pro-Red activities. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer for 
November 6, 1953 contained the 
following editorial, part of which 
we quote: “Dr. Mackay, like 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of 
the Methodists, has had diffi- 
culty sorting liberal and com- 
munist causes and movements in 
the past. He has maintained on 


the. faculty of his famous and 
richly endowed divinity school 
one. professor who addressed 
meetings advertised in the New 
York Daily Worker. 


“The moderator is a distin- 
guished theologian with a strong, 
penetrating and incisive mind, 
We have only the press reports 
of his ‘letter’ at hand, but they 
give no indication that he is 
deeply revolted by the atheism, 
the religious persecutions, the 
terror, the deprivation of all hu- 
man rights and privileges sacred 
to the Judeo-Christian tradi- 


tion which the Soviet empire. 


represents in the modern world. 
He terms the prevailing abhor- 
rence of communism and its 
threat to the survival of our 
free society as ‘fanatical nega- 
tivism,’ he calls communism a 
secular religious faith of ‘great 
vitality.’ 

“On the evidence of the press 
reports, Dr. Mackay stands 
forth as a neutralist in the 
overwhelming crisis of the age, 
Presbyterians reading his ‘Let- 
ter’ would do well to apply to 
it their critical judgment. Pres- 
byterians, as much as any Prot- 
estant faith, reserve the right 
of private judgment and are 
not in the habit of accepting 
their political views from their 
ecclesiastics, no matter how re- 
nowned. 

“Counterattack” for Novem- 
ber 13, 1953 had this to say 
about Dr. Mackay: 

“Here is a list of Communist 


fronts that Rev. Mackay has 
supported: 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 


Committee 

Committee for a Democratic 
Far Eastern Policy 

American Friends of Spanish 
Democracy 

American Committee 
Spanish Freedom 

The Protestant magazine 

Committee of One Thousand 

Russian War Relief 

Nat’l Committee to Repeal 
the McCarran Act. 

“Rev. Mackay also sponsored 
the report published by the 
seven Protestant clergymen who 
visited Yugoslavia in 1947 when 
Tito was still Stalin’s stooge. 


for 


The report was a whitewash of 


Tito’s communist regime. 

“He also signed the brief sub- 
mitted to the Supreme Court in 
behalf of Rev. Howard Melish, 
who had earlier been identified 
as a Communist Party member, 
The brief, in effect, supported 
Melish’s fight against the Epis- 
copal Church’s efforts to oust 
him as minister of Holy Trinity 
Church, Brooklyn. 

“He sponsored the conference 
staged by the Emergeney Civil 
Liberties Committee (ECLC) 
early this year. The American 
Committee for Cultural Free- 
dom, a group of liberal intel- 
lectuals, charged that the ECLC 
was a Communist front. ‘‘Coun- 
terattack” gave a resume of the 
records of the more important 
Communists and fellow travel- 
ers who were ECLC members, 
officials and supporters in its is- 
sue of Jan. 23. A number of 
prominent clergymen withdrew 
their support of the ECLC con- 
ference. Rev. Mackay refused to 
do so. 

“Rev. Mackay has urged U. 8. 
to recognize Red China and has 
said that anti-Communism is as 
dangerous as Communism and 
may be more so. 

“Rev. Mackay stated on July 
11: ‘I am not ashamed of any 
document I ever signed or any 
cause I ever sponsored.’ ”’ 


World Council Leaders Still 
Follow Marxist Ideology 
Newspapers on the whole were 
very favorable to the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, and more than 
once, officials including Dr. Visser 
t’'Hooft and Bishop Oxnam, a re- 
tiring president, thanked the 
newspapers for their thorough 
coverage and their fairness in re- 
porting the World Council. The 
Council itself clearly thought it 
got a good deal from the news- 
papers. So the newspapers cannot 
be accused of prejudice or misquo- 
tation When they repeatedly 
printed quotations from World 
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Churches Should Provide Books 


For Their Pastors 
By C. H. Spurgeon 


Up to the highest measure of 
their ability they [the churches| 
should furnish their ministers, not 
only with the food which is need- 
. ful to sustain the life of their 
bodies, but with mental nutriment, 
so that their souls may not be 


ee 


year, it would soon became very 
Vvaluable...It may be objected 
that the books would be lost 
through change of users, but I 
would run the risk of that; and 
trustees, with a little care over 


BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS. COLUMN 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES OF 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILL 
BE SIGNED, 


THE GOSPEL in EZEKIEL, by 
Thomas Guthrie. Zondervan Pub- 


lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich- 
igan. 395 pages, $2.95. 


I quote from a letter received 


{ 


tional Banner Chapter, and it 


starved. recently from one of our Bob| now has the largest chapter in the 

A vod lib the catalogue, could keep the} As one who suggested to Zonder-| Jones University preacher boys| United States. We tell our stu- 

good library should be looked | libraries as securely as they keep| van Brothers that they reprint who graduated in 1952: “I can|dents that life is not divided into 
upon as an indispensable part of| the pews and pulpit. some of the sermons of Thomas eee oe ae 


church furniture; and the deacons, 
whose business it is to ‘serve 
table,’ will be wise if, without 
neglecting the table of the Lord, 


If this scheme be not adopted, 
let another and simpler one be 
tried; let all who give toward the 


Guthrie, I naturally am delighted 
to see the Gospel in Ezekiel, 
which I have long owned in the 


never thank the Lord enough for 
having had the privilege of at- 
tending and graduating from Bob 
Jones University. The years I 


. 


the secular and the sacred, that 
every Christian is supposed to be 
a witness for Jesus Christ and 
win souls to Him. If you are in- 


eae : 9th century edition, made avail- a : ; 
, .’| preacher's support add ten per , spent there were years of blessing} terested in a school with high 
or of th : : a a s for . .j ; ng s 1 hign 
‘ehing et aches Gr he wien cent or more to their gifts, ex- a for opr a cb and, of course, learning. The dis-| academic standards, an institution 
ter’s dinner-table the ive a a presaty to provide food for the} | agin an ey “iy Sotties cipline and high standards were}that endeavors to exalt Jesus 
to his study table ind keen vag a en ae ee oe en sane Eile kind of just what I needed. The emphasis; Christ above scholarship an@ 
3 ‘ . “9 : “4“P"1| back what the ave in the im- ss on soul winning was to t] ateri i 4 r an 
plied with new works and stand- 7 preaching is not heard today. Its na Meal soo dis me the/| material things, we would ap 


ard books in fair abundance. It 
would be money well laid out, and 
would be productive far beyond 
expectation. Instead of waxing 
eloquent upon the declining power 
of the pulpit, leading men in the 
church should use the legitimate 
means for improving its power, 
by supplying the preacher with 


‘44’ they enrich the soil; they do not}. and the answer is always the same} you. Thank you and God bicss 
food for thought. Put the whip expect a locomotive to work with- in this modern day. It is not to be} _ no soul winning. Thank God for | you 
into the manger is my advice to wondered at, therefore, that Guth- : 


all grumblers. 


Some years ago I tried to induce 
our churches to have ministers’ 
libraries as a matter of course, 
and some few thoughtful people 
saw the value of the suggestion, 
and commenced carrying it out. 
With much pleasure I have seen 
here and there the shelves pro- 
vided, and a few volumes placed 
upon them. I earnestly wish that 
such a beginning had been made 
everywhere; but alas! I fear that 
a long succession of starveling 
ministers will alone arouse the 
miserly to the* conviction that 
parsimony with a minister is false 
economy. 


Those churches which eannot 
afford a liberal stipend should 
make some amends by founding a 
library aS a permanent part of 


their establishment; and, by mak-: 


ing additions to it from year to 


lt ti hi i i hi i i i i 
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Address? 


proved sermons they would hear. 
If some little annual income could 
be secured to poor ministers, to 
be sacredly spent in books, it 
would be a godsend to them, and 
an incalculable blessing to the 
community. Sensible persons do 
not expect a garden to yield them 
herbs from year to year unless 


out fuel, or even an Ox or an ass 
to labor without food: let them, 
therefore, give over expecting to 
receive instructive sermons from 
men who are shut out of the 
storehouse of knowledge by their 
inability to purchase books... 


If a man can purchase but very 
few books, my first advice to him 
would be, let him purchase the 
very best. If he cannot spend 
much,.let him spend well. The best 
will always be the cheapest. Leave 
mere dilutions and attenuations 
to those who can afford such lux- 
uries. Do not buy milk and water, 
but get condensed milk, and put 
what water you like to it yourself. 
This age is full of wordspinning 
professional bookmakers, who 
hammer a grain of matter so thin 
that it will cover a five-acre sheet 
of paper; these men have their 
uses, as goldbeaters have, but they 
are of no use to you. 


“Farmers on our coast used to 
cart wagon-loads of seaweed and 


world of labor and expense. Do 
not buy thin soup; purchase the 
essence of meat. Get much ‘in 


stately-measured sentences and 
cadenced.. rhythms—his vigorous 
denunciations and brightly-colored 
descriptions have more in common 
with the Old Testament prophets 
than with the colloquial preachers 
whose insipid and sophomoric style, 
full of fear of the disapproval of 
the congregation offends our ears 


rie loved the Old Testament, de- 
lighted in its history full of bat- 
tling heroes and dramatic events, 
or that he chose so often to preach 
from those prophets. These ser- 
mons based upon the 26th chap- 
ter of the book of Ezekiel are typ- 
ical of the great Scotch divine and 
an excellent choice ~to follow so 
soon upon the heels of his Christ 
and the Inheritance of the Saints. 

BOB JONES, JR. 


THE DELIGHTS of LIFE, by V. 
Raymond Edman. Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, Illinois. 268 pages, 
$2. 

Here are twenty-eight essays on 
practical subjects, all emphasizing 
the fact that happiness derives 
from inner sources and not from 
outer circumstances. They were 
prepared for and delivered in the 
chapel of Wheaton College, and 
carry the gripping flavor of mes- 
sages delivered under the inspira- 
tion of youth. It is not particular- 


and each of the twenty-seven 
words begins with “D.” 
JOHN L. HILL 


greatest blessing I received while 
at school. Many preachers of a 
certain denomination laugh at the 
rules and regulations set down for 
college students. They remark 
that their schools wouldn’t hear 
of such a thing. Then I ask them 
‘how many souls are won to Jesus 
through the ministerial students 


Bob Jones University.” 


Remember, Bob Jones Univer- 
sity is not just a_ preachers’ 
school..I'wo years ago it had tke 
Future Teachers of America Na- 


preciate your investing some of 
the Lord’s money in the work of 
the institution. Please let us hear 
from you. Please also pray daily 
and ‘earnestly that God will keep 
Bob Jones University faithful ip 
these days when our Lord is be- 
ing betrayed in so many ways inp 
so many places. Let us hear from 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, -S. C. 
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Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. $6.95. 


Two large volumes in one, total- 
ing well over 1,000 pages. Former- 
ly published under the title, “Theo- 
logical Sketch-Book,” it contains 
425 detailed outlines on a variety 
of themes such as, The Holy 
Scriptures, Christ, The Way Of 
Salvation, Christian Duties and 
The Consequences Of Sin. Help- 
fully indexed both by subject and 
by text. 


101 SELECT SERMON OUT- 
LINES. Baker Book House, Grand 


Sixth in the popular Minister’s 
Handbook Series, here are brief, 
usable Gospel outlines from the 


Chanain put them upon their land; the} ly significant that after the Intro-| writings of great pulpit masters 
ug heaviest part was the water: now| duction each of the twenty-seven} of the past. Included are gems by 
Your they dry the weeds, and save aj subjects consists of only one word,| Jabez Burns, Charles H. Spurgeon, 


Robert M. McCheyne, Matthew 
Henry, A. J. Gordon, and many 
others. The volume has no index 


Rapids, Michigan. 95 pages, $1.75. 1 


Packed with usable ideas— 


For 25 years the most popu- 
lar and practical aids to 


ministers and teachers— 


THE 


SNAPPY 
by 
Paul E. Holdcraft 


SERIES 


little. Prefer books which abound 


' but texts are arranged in chrono- 
in what James Hamilton used to 


logical order. 


New—440 MORE SNAPPY SER- 
Be sure to let us know ahead of ANSWERS for INQUIRING ee ae ee timdreds of 
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time} Unless you notify us five weeks call ‘Bibline,’ or the essence of | CHRISTIANS, by Philip E. How- omind ideas for forceful sexmnns— 
In advance, you will likely miss some books. You require accurate, con-|ard, Jr. Fleming H. Revell. 167} POINTED SERMON OUT-| illustrations, outlines, topics. An 
copies of THE SWORD OF THE LoRDI 2 |densed, reliable, standard books, | pages, $2. LINES and ILLUSTRATIONS, by | ideal manual for the busy pastor. 
HE Yee AGS OM CM aC RN EE GG RET OE | and should make sure that you} This book is composed of some of! Hyman J. Appelman. Zondervan Fully indexed. 
Re ee ee get them. the answers given to questions| Publishing -_House, Grand Rapids, cies ac i nee 
Forego, then, without regret,|sent to the Sunday School Times | Michigan. 114 pages, $1.50. RE i analy wk ct $0 . 


THAT PREACHERS TELL. 
Stories, jokes, and anecdotes— 
carefully selected for sermon illus- 
trations. Index of subjects. $1 


the many books which like poor 
Hodge’s razors, of famous mem- 
ory, ‘‘are made to sell,” and do 


Contains 80 brief skeletons of 
Bible truth and 82 illustrations 
topically arranged and told in the 


by its readers. The answers were 
given by the author of the book, 
who is the distinguished editor of 
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RICHARD 
ELLSWORTH | 


Research, Understanding Read and reread them, masticate fied by scriptural quotations which Testament, this As scholarly and oh iil pte bight fo ket oe So 

“A dani hi Pe ROePe them and digest them. Let them| will give it the authority of ajhelpful. The entire book is care-| <7, single sentence cocenodial: thn 
GMUTALION aN movlon |oo9 into your very self. Peruse a| “Thus saith the Lord.” It will be a|fully outlined and occasionally 

Bush Aglow good book several times, and make | blessing to many. good textual and expository ser-| SNAPPY SERMON STARTERS 


A dramatic story of a tireless 


soul-winner, Dwight Lyman] Will find that his mental constitu- a the exposition..Generally good, al-| with brief, suggestive outlines. $1 
Moody. His . dynamic evangel- tion is more affected by one book RUTH, The Romance of Re-| though it would be impossible to SVAPPY SKETCHES For THE 
istic spirit is a challenge to| thoroughly mastered, than by demption, by J. Vernon McGee.| agree with him on some things, Pe eas S BLACKBOARD i092 


every minister, a revelation 
to laymen. _.. $2.50 


Rhapsody in Black 


John Jasper’s life—from slave 
to preacher in Virginia. $2.50 


sell those who buy them, as well 
as themselves. Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary having been men- 
tioned, I venture to say that no 
better investment can be made, 
by any minister, than that peer- 
less exposition. Get it, if you Sell 
your coat to buy it. 

The next rule I shall lay down 
is, master those books you have. 
Read them thoroughly. Bathe in 
them until they saturate you. 


notes and analyses of it. A student 


twenty books which he has merely 
skimmed... 

There is one Book which you 
all have, and that is your Bible; 
a minister with his Bible is like 
David with his sling and _ stone, 


the Times. ‘The book is in five 
parts, each part covering a differ- 
ent subject, i.e., The Christian Life, 
Prayer, Sunday School Work, Doc- 
trine, etc. Dr. Howard has conduc- 
ted this department in The Times 
for a number of years with great 
helpfulness, and those who have 
found help in the answers he has 
given will welcome this book both 
for themselves and for their trou- 
bled friends. The answers are forti- 


T. ROLAND PHILIPS 


Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. 156 pages, $2. 


There are few stories in litera- 
ture, sacred or profane, as entranc- 
ing and delightful as that of Ruth 
the Moabitess. This lovely little 


inimitable Appelman manner. 
Christian workers will appreciate 
the four separate indexes: two 
each for outlines and illustrations 
by title and by text. 

A COMMENTARY on _s the 
B. Williams. Moody Press, Chicago, 
Illinois. 507 pages, $5.95. 

Written by the author of the 
Williams’ Translation of the New 


mon outlines are given along with 


notably his views on eschatology. 


A HISTORY of PREACHING, 
by Edwin C. Dargan. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, 
21.90, 


PAULINE EPISTLES, by Charles | 


Michigan. 


101 SNAPPY 


men, lessons to be learned on 
everyday objects. Vivid and brief. 


cerning ways to raise 


Original ideas. 


money. 


150 pages of texts. and. themes, 


sketches and object lesson talks. 


400 


SNAPPY SQUIBS FOR THE 
CHURCH CALENDAR Seven 
chapters of timely helps for church 


SERMONETTES 
FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
Built around stories, lives of great 
irom 


$1 


SNAPPY SCHEMES OF CHURCH 
FINANCE 102 eifective and @is- 


356 


ee ye yr 
pute, 2 


The Shadow of the fully equipped for the fray. No This reprint contains two large | bulletins. 900 


Broad Brim . 
Spurgeon “let God use him”’ 
and great crowds listened. 
$2,25 
Flagellant on Horseback 


Tales of Brainerd’s ministry 
to Indians in Colonial days. 
$3.00 

The Borrowed Glow 


Scripture verse, daily devo- 
tion: inspiration for each 
(RRS en na nh oe a aE 2.50 


Order from your local book store or 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


1703 Chestnut $t., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


emma _ 
eee) 


man may say that he has no well 
to draw from while the Scriptures 
are within reach. In the Bible we 
have a perfect library, and he 
who studies it thoroughly will be 
a better scholar than if he had 
devoured the Alexandrian Library 
entire. 


—- THE END — 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION | 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence | 
From our Advertisers” 


story is explained, illustrated, ana- 
lyzed and presented in most in- 
teresting fashion. The details of 
the story, given briefly in the 
Scriptures, are explained graphic- 
ally in the setting of the Old Tes- 
tament economy and in the cus- 
toms of the people of Palestine. 
The typology of the story is 
treated especially effectively, with 
Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer, as a 
type of the Lord Jesus. A biblio- 
graphy is included which adds ap- 
preciably to the value of the book 
for the Christian scholar. 

V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


SERMON OUTLINES, by 
Charles Simeon, and others. The 


volumes in one: a total of nearly 
1,200 pages: A valuable standard 
work, Dargan traces the history of 
preaching by periods and by 
preachers from the apostolic fa- 
thers to the 20th Century. Chris- 
tian leaders are highly enthusias- 
tic in their praise of its worth. Dr. 
R. V. Clearwaters, Northwestern 
Schools, says, “In my opinion Dar- 
gan’s A HISTORY OF PREACH- 
ING is the best work on the sub- 
ject.” Bruce K. Blunt, Central 
Baptist Seminary in Kansas City, 
wrote, “There is nothing better.” 
And Donald Macleod, Princeton 
Theological Seminary; declared, 


(Continued on page 7) 


1000 MORE SNAPPY SEN- 
TENCES FOR CHURCH BULLE- 
TIN BOARDS. Stimulating one- 
with selected 

: 596 


sentence starters, 
scripture verses. 


a 


CYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLE IL- 
LUSTRATIONS 1,397. fresh, 
pointed stories, incidents, and 
anecdotes, especially for the 
preacher, teacher, youth leader.: 
Indexes of scripture, persons,: 


and subjects. Cloth bound, $3 
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When a Preacher Is Downcast 
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ees, and he was by no means of the 
weaker sort. His great spirit was 
often in the seventh heaven of ex- 
ultation, and as frequently on the 
borders of despair. His very death- 
bed was not free from tempests, 
and he sobbed himself into his last 
sleep like a great wearied child. 
Instead of multiplying cases, let 
us dwell upon the reasons why 
these things are permitted; why 
it is that the children of light 
sometimes walk in the thick dark- 
ness; why the heralds of the day- 
break find themselves at times in 
tenfold night. 


_ God’s Preachers Are Still 
‘Frail Humanity 


Is it not first that they are men? 
Being men, they are compassed 
with infirmity and heirs of sor- 
row. Grace guards us from much 
of this but because we have not 
more of grace we still suffer even 
from ills preventable.. Even under 
the economy of. redemption it is 
most clear that we are to endure 
infirmities, otherwise there were 
no need of the promised Spirit to 
help us in them. It is of necessity 
that we are sometimes in heavi- 
ness. Good men are promised trib- 
ulation in this world, and ministers 
may expect a larger share than 
others, that they may learn sym- 
pathy with the Lord’s suffering 
*"“»eople, and so may be fitting shep- 
herds of an ailing flock. 

Disembodied spirits might have 
been sent to proclaim the Word; 
but they could not have entered 
into the feeling of those who, being 
in this body, do groan, being.bur- 
dened; angels might have been 
ordained evangelists, but their ce- 
lestial attributes would have dis- 
qualified them from having com- 
passion on the ignorant; men of 
marble might have been fashioned, 
but their impassive natures would 
have been a sarcasm upon our fee- 
bleness, and a mockery of our 
wants. Men, and men subject to 
human passions, the all-wise God 
has chosen to be His vessels of 
grace; hence these tears, hence 
these perplexities and castings 
down. 

Moreover, most of us are in 
some way or other unsound physic- 
ally. Here and there we meet an 
old man who cannot remember 
that ever he was laid aside for a 
day; but the great mass of us 
labor under some form or other of 
infirmity, either in body or mind. 
Certain bodily maladies, especi- 
ally those connected with the di- 
gestive organs, the liver and the 
spleen, are the fruitful fountains of 
despondency; and, let a man strive 
as he may against their influence, 
there will be hours and circum- 
stances in which they will for 
awhile overcome him. 

As to mental maladies, is any 
man altogether sane? Are we not 
all a little off the balance? Some 


minds appear to have a gloomy 
tinge essential to their very in- 
dividuality; of them it may be 
said, “Melancholy marked [them] 
for her own”; fine minds withal 
and ruled by noblest principles, but 
yet they are most prone to forget 
the silver lining, and to remember 
only the cloud. 


These infirmities may be no 
detriment to a man’s career of 
special usefulness; they may even 
have been imposed upon him by 
divine wisdom as necessary quali- 
fication for his peculiar course of 
service. Some plants owe their 
medicinal qualities to the marsh 
in which they grow; others to the 
shades in which alone they flour- 
ish. There are precious fruits put 
forth by the moon as well as by 
the sun. Boats need ballast as well 
as sail; a drag on the carriage 
wheel is no hindrance when the 
road runs downhill. 

Pain has, probably, in some 
cases developed genius, hunting out 
the soul which otherwise might 
have slept like a lion in its den. 
Had it not been for the broken 
wing, some might have lost them- 
selves in the clouds, some even of 
those choice doves who now bear 
the olive branch in their mouths 
and show the way to the ark. 

But where in body and mind 
there are predisposing causes to 
lowness of spirit, it is no marvel if 
in dark moments the heart suc- 
cumbs to them; the wonder in 
many cases is—and if inner lives 
could be written, men would see it 
so—how some ministers keep at 
their work at all, and still wear 
a smile upon their countenances. 
Grate has its triumphs still, and 
patience has its martyrs—martyrs 
none the less to be honored be- 
cause the flames kindle about their 
Spirits rather than their bodies, 
and their burning is unseen of hu- 
man eyes. 


The Minister’s Work Has 
Much to Try the Soul 


The ministries of Jeremiahs are 
as acceptable as those of Isaiahs, 
and even the sullen Jonah is a 
true prophet of the Lord, as Nine- 
veh felt full well. Despise not the 
lame, for it is written that they 
tak® the prey; but honor those 
who, being faint, are yet pursuing. 
The tender-eyed Leah was more 
fruitful than the beautiful Rachel, 
and the griefs of Hannah were 
more divine than the boasting of 
Peninnah. “Blessed are they that 
mourn,” said the Man of Sorrows, 
and let none account them other- 
wise when their tears are. salted 
with grace. We have the treasure 
of the Gospel in earthen vessels, 
and if there be a flaw in the vessel 
here and there, let none wonder. 

Our work, when earnestly under- 
taken, lays us open to attacks in 
the direction of depression. Who 
can bear the weight of souls with- 


287,600 WORDS OF TEXT 
381 PAGES 

30th ANNUAL EDITION © 

At your bookseller 


“Worth its cost 
at twice the price” 


Much new material keeps this invaluable work- 
ing tool fresh and stimulating. Packed with 
facts, ideas, suggestions for the busy minister. 
70 per cent of the book is sermon outlines for 
every Sunday in the year! The book you need 
to enrich your message for your congregation! 
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Sermon Books by Dr. 


Angeles. 


Dr. Shuler, called “Fighting Bob” for his fearless 
stand against modernism, was pastor of famous 
- Trinity Methodist Church, Los 
Here are two tre- 
mendous books of his, which 
ought to be in every preacher's library, for in- 
Sspiration and pattern: What New Doctrine Is 
This? 12 sermons, 159 pages, and Some. Dogs I 
have Known, 10 sermons, 144 pages, each $2.00. 


AT YOUR BOOK STORE 


Bob Shuler 
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out sometimes sinking to the dust? 
Passionate longings after men’s 
conversion, if not fully satisfied 
(and when are they?), consume 
the soul with anxiety and disap- 
pointment. To see’the hopeful turn 
aside, the godly grow cold, profes- 
sors abusing their privileges, and 
sinners waxing more bold in sin— 
are not these sights enough to 
crush us to the earth? The king- 
dom comes not as we would, the 
reverend Name is not hallowed as 
we desire, and for this we must 
weep. How can we be otherwise 
than sorrowful, while men believe 
not our report, and the divine arm 
is not revealed? 

All mental work tends to weary 


weariness of the flesh; but ours is 
more than mental work—it is 
heart work, the labor of our in- 
most soul. How often, on Lord’s 
Day evenings, ‘do we feel as if life 
were completely washed out of us! 
After pouring ‘our our souls over 
our congregation, we feel like 
empty eartherm pitchers which a 
child might bréak. Probably, if we 
were more liké Paul,. and watched 
for souls at @ nobler rate, we 
should know more of what it is to 
be eaten up by the zeal of the 
Lord’s house. It is our ‘duty and 
our privilege to exhaust our lives 
for Jesus. We. are not to be liv- 
ing specimens of men in fine pres- 
ervation, but living — sacrifices, 
whose lot is to be consumed; we 
are to spend and to be spent, not 
to lay ourselves up in lavender, 
and nurse our flesh. 


Such soul-travail as that of a 
faithful minister will bring on oc- 
casional seasons of exhaustion, 
when heart and flesh will fail. 
Moses’ hands grew heavy in inter- 
cession, and Paul cried out, “Who 
is sufficient for these things?” 
Even John the Baptist is thought 
to have had his fainting fits, and 
the apostles were once amazed, and 
were sore afraid. 


The Loneliness of God’s 
Prophet Tends to 
Depression 


Our position in the church will 
also conduce to this. A minister 
fully equipped for his work, will 
usually be a spirit by himself, 
above; beyond, and apart from oth- 
ers. The most loving of his people 
cannot enter into his peculiar 
thoughts, cares and temptations. 
In the ranks, men walk shoulder to 
shoulder, with many comrades, but 
as the officer rises in rank, men of 
his standing are fewer in number. 
There are many soldiers, few cap- 
tains, fewer colonels, but only one 
commander-in-chief. So, in our 
churches, the man whom the Lord 
raises as a leader becomes, in the 
same degree in which he is a 
superior man, @ solitary man. The 
mountain-tops stand solemnly 
apart, and talk only with God as 
He visits their terrible solitudes. 

Men of God who rise above their 
fellows into nearer communion 
with heavenly -things, in their 
weaker moments feel the lack of 
human sympathy. Like their Lord 
in Gethsemane, they look in vain 
for comfort to*the disciples sleep- 
ing around them; they are shocked 
at the apathy of their little band 
of brethren, and return to their 
secret agony with all the heavier 
burden pressing upon them, be- 
cause they have found their dear- 
est companions slumbering. No one 
knows, but he who has endured it, 
the solitude of{a soul which has 
outstripped its{fellows in zeal for 
the Lord of hosts: it dares not -re- 
veal itself, lestymen count it mad; 
it cannot conc@al itself, for a fire 
burns within it¢ bones: only before 
the Lord does i¥ find rest. 

Our Lord’s sending out His dis- 
ciples by two and two manifested 
that He knew -what was in men; 
but for such a man as Paul, it 


found; Barnabas, or Silas, or Luke, 
were hills too. low to hold high 
converse with such a Himalayan 
summit as the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles. This loneliness, which if I 
mistake not is felt by many of my 
brethren, is a fertile source of de- 
pression; and our ministers’ fra- 
ternal meetings, and the cultiva- 
tion of holy intercourse with kin- 
dred minds will, with God’s bless- 
ing, help us greatly to escape the 
snare. 


Preachers, by Lack of 
Exercise and Recreation 
Tend to Melancholy 


There can be little doubt that 
sedantary habits have a tendency 
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| to create despondency in some con- 


ey, ty Biv 3 =: recy neil " : we oid a ‘ Sis 
ee ry a - a ee ee ey eee eee een 


and to depress, for much study is a- 


seems to me that no helpmeet was 


stitutions. Burton, in his Anatomy 
of Melancholy, has a chapter upon 
this cause of sadness; and, quot- 
ing from one of the myriad authors 
whom he lays under contribution, 
he says: “Students are negligent 
of their bodies. Other men look 
to their tools¥ a painter will wash 
his pencils; a smith will look to 
his hammer, anvil, forge; a hus- 
bandman will mend his plowirons, 
and grind his hatchet if it be dull; 
a falconer or huntsman will have 
an espetial care of his hawks, 
hounds, horses, dogs, et cetera; a 
musician will string and unstring 
his lute; only scholars neglect that 
instrument (their brain and spirits 
I mean) which they daily use. Well 
saith Lucan, ‘See thou. twist not 
the rope so hard that it break.’ ”’ 
To sit long in one posture, pour- 
ing over a book, or driving a 
pen, is in itself a taxing of na- 
ture; but add to this a badly-ven- 
tilated chamber, a body which has 
long been without muscular exer- 
cise, and a heart burdened with 
many cares, and. we have all the 
elements for preparing a seething 
caldron. of despair, ‘especially in 
the dim months of fog— 
When a blanket wraps the day, 
When the rotten woodland drips, 
And the leaf is stamped in clay. 
Let a man be naturally as blithe 
as a bird, he will hardly be able to 
bear up year-after year against 
such a suicidal process; he will 
make his study a prison and his 
books the warders of a goal, while 
nature lies outside his window call- 
ing him to health and beckoning 
him to joy. He who forgets the 
humming of the bees among the 
heather, the cooing of the wood 
pigeons in the forest, the song of 
birds in the woods, the rippling of 
rills among the rushes, and. the 
Sighing of the wind among the 
pines, needs not wonder if his 
heart forgets to sing and his soul 
grows heavy. A day’s breathing of 
fresh air upon the hills, or a few 
hours’ ramble in the beech woods’ 
umbrageous calm, would sweep the 
cobwebs out of the brain of scores 


of our toiling ministers who are. 


now but half alive. A mouthful..of 
sea air, or a stiff walk. in. the 
wind’s face, would not give prace 


to the soul, but it would yield oxy-| 
gen to the body, which is .next: 


best. 


God Allows Fainting After 
Great Victories Lest We 
Should Be “Exalted 
Above Measure” 

‘The times most favorable to fits 
of depression, so far as I have ex- 
perienced, may be summed up in a 


brief catalog. First among them} 


I must mention the hour of a great 
success. When at last a long-cher- 
ished desire is fulfilled, when God 
has been glorified greatly by~our 
means, and ae great. triumph 
achieved, then we are apt to faint. 


It might be imagined that amid 


special favors our soul would soar 
to heights of ecstasy, and rejoice 
with. joy unspeakable, but it. is 
generally the.-reverse. ‘The Lord 
seldom exposes His warriors to 
the perils of exultation over vic- 
tory; He knows that few of them 
can endure such a test, and there- 
fore dashes their cup with bitter- 
ness. 

See Elias after the fire -has fajl- 
en from Heaven, after Baal’s 
priests have been slaughtered and 
the rain has deluged the barren 
land! For him no notes of self- 
complacent music, no strutting like 
a conqueror in robes of triumph; 
he flees from Jezebel, and feeling 
the revulsion of his intense excite- 
ment, he prays that he may die. He 
who must never see death, yearns 
after the rest of the grave, even 
Ceasar, the world’s monarch, in 
his moments of pain cried like a 
sick girl. Poor human nature can- 
not bear such strains as heavenly 
triumphs bring to it; there must 
come a reactign. Excess of joy or 
excitement must be paid for by 
subsequent depressions. - | 

While the trial lasts, the 
strength is equal to the emergency, 
but when it is over natural weak- 
ness claims the right to show it- 
self. Secretly sustained, Jacob can 
wrestle all night but he must limp 
in the morning when the contest is 
over, lest he boast himself beyond 
measure. Paul may be caught up 
to the third Heaven, and hear un- 
speakable things, but a- thorn in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan 


-}to buffet him, must be the in- 
-evitable sequel. Men. cannot bear 


unalloyed happiness; even good 
men are not yet fit to have “their 
brows with laurel'‘and with myrtle 
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bound,’ without enduring secret 
humiliation to keep them in their 


-proper place. 


Burden and Weakness Are 
Given Us to Humble Us 
Before Great Tasks 


Whirled off our feet by a re- 
vival, carried aloft by popularity, 
exalted by success in soul winning, 
we should be as the chaff which 
the wind driveth away, were it 
not that the gracious discipline of 
mercy breaks the ships of our 
vainglory with a strong east wind, 
and casts us shipwrecked, naked 
and forlorn, upon the Rock Of 
Ages. 

Before any great achievement, 
some measure of the same depres- 
sion is very usual. Surveying the 
difficulties before us, our hearts 
sink within us. The sons of Anak 
stalk before us, and we are as 
grasshoppers in our own sight in 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


When a Preacher Is Downcast 


(Continued from page 4) 


their presence. The cities of Ca- 
naan are walled up to Heaven, and 
who are we that we should hope to 
capture them? We are ready to 
cast down our weaporis and to take 
to our heels. Nineveh is a great 
city, and we would flee unto Tar- 
shish sooner than encounter its 
noisy crowds. Already we look for 
a ship which may bear us quietly 
away from the terrible scene, and 
only a dread of tempest restrains 
our recreant footsteps. 


Such was my experience when I 
first became a pastor in London. 
My success appalled me; and the 
thought of the career which it 
seemed to open up, so far from 
elating me, cast me into the low- 
est depth, out of which I uttered 
my Miserere and found no room for 
a Gloria in Excelsis. Who was I 
that I should continue to lead so 
great a multitude? I would betake 
me to my village obscurity, or emi- 
grate to America and find a soli- 
tary nest in the backwoods, where 
I might be sufficient for the things 
which would be demanded of me. 
It was just then that the curtain 
was rising upon my life-work, and 
I dreaded what it might reveal. I 
hope I was not faithless, but I was 
timorous and filled with a sense 
of my own unfitness. I dreaded the 
work which a gracious Providence 
had prepared for me. I felt myself 
a mere child, and trembled as I 
heard the voice which told me to 
arise and “thresh the mountains 

. and make the hills as chaff.” 


This depression comes over me 
whenever the Lord is preparing a 
larger blessing for my ministry; 
the cloud is black before it breaks, 
and overshadows before it yields 
its deluge of mercy. Depression 
has now become to me as a proph- 
et in rough clothing, a John the 
Baptist, heralding the nearer com- 


-ing of my Lord’s richer benison. 


So have far better men found it. 
The scouring of the vessel has 
fitted it for the Master’s use. Im- 
mersion in suffering has preceded 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
Fasting gives an appetite for the 
banquet. The Lord is revealed in 
the backside of the desert, while 
His servant keeps the sheep and 
waits in solitary awe. The wilder- 
ness is the way to Canaan. The low 
valley leads to the towering 
mountain. Defeat prepares for vic- 
tory. The raven is sent forth before 
the dove. The darkest hour of the 
night precedes the day-dawn. The 
mariners go down to the depths, 
but the next wave makes them 
mount to the heaven: their soul is 
melted because of trouble before 
He bringeth them to their desired 
haven. 


Failure to Take Reeular 
Periods of Vacation and 
Rest Promotes Faint- 
ing and Weariness 


In the midst of a long stretch 
of unbroken labor, the same afflic- 
tion may be looked for. The bow 
cannot be always bent without 
fear of breaking. Repose is as need- 
ful to the mind as sleep to the 
body. Our Sabbaths are our days of 
toil, and if we do not rest upon 
some other day we shall break 
down. Even the earth must lhe 
fallow and have her Sabbaths, and 
so must we. Hence the wisdom and 
compassion of our Lord, when. He 
said to His disciples that they 
should go apart “into a desert 
place, and rest a while.” 

What! when the people are 
fainting? When the multitudes are 
like sheep upon the mountains 
without a shepherd? Does Jesus 
talk of rest? Wher’ scribes and 
Pharisees, like grievous wolves, are 
rending the flock, does He take 
His followers on an excursion in- 
to a quiet resting place? Does 
some red-hot zealot denounce such 
atrocious forgetfulness of present 
and pressing demands? Let him 
rave in his folly. The Master knows 
better than to exhaust His servants 
and quench the light of Israel. Rest 
time is not waste time. It is econo- 
my to gather fresh strength. Look 
at the mower in the summer's day, 
with so much to cut down ere the 
sun sets. He pauses in his labor-—is 
he a sluggard? He looks for his 
stone, and begins to draw it up and 
down his scythe, with “rink-a-tink 
—rink-a-tink—rink-a-tink.” 

Is that idle music—is he wasting 
precious moments? How much he 
might have mown while he has 
been ringing out those notes on his 


Guanes 


scythe! But he is sharpening his 
tool, and he will do far more when 
once again he gives his strength to 
those long sweeps which lay the 
grass prostrate in rows before him. 
Even thus a little pause prepares 
the mind for greater service in the 
good cause. Fishermen must mend 
their nets, and we must every now 
and then repair our mental waste 
and set our machinery in order for 
future service. To tug the oar from 
day to day, like a galley slave who 
knows no holidays, suits not mor- 
tal men. Mill streams go on and on 
forever, but we must have our 
pauses and our intervals. 


Who can help being out of 
breath when the race is continued 
without intermission? Even beasts 
of burden must be turned out to 
grass occasionally; the very sea 
pauses at ebb and flood; earth 
keeps the Sabbath of the wintery 
months; and man, even when ex- 
alted to be God’s ambassador, must 
rest or faint; must trim his lamp 
or let it burn low; must recruit his 
vigor or grow prematurely old. It 
is wisdom to take occasional fur- 
lough. 


In the long run, we shall do 
more by sometimes doing less. On, 
on, on forever, without recreation, 
may suit spirits emancipated from 
this “heavy clay,” but while we are 
in this tabernacle, we must every 
now and then cry halt, and serve 
the Lord by holy inaction and con- 
secrated leisure. Let no tender con- 
science doubt the lawfulness of 
going out of harness for a while, 
but learn from the experience of 
others the necessity and duty of 
taking timely rest. 


The Inevitable Blows of Be- 
trayal, Slander, Criticism 
Depress God’s Best 
Preachers 

One crushing stroke has some- 
times laid the minister very low. 
The brother most relied upon be- 
comes a traitor. Judas lifts up his 
hee] against the man who trusted 
him, and the preacher’s heart for 
the moment fails him. We are all 
too apt to look to an arm of flesh, 
and from that prospensity many of 


four sorrows arise. Equally over- 


whelming is the blow when an hon- 
ored and beloved member yields to 
temptation, and disgraces the holy 
Name with which he was named. 
Anything is better than this. This 
makes the preacher long for a 
lodge in some vast wilderness, 
where he may hide his head for- 
ever, and hear no-more the blas- 
phemous jeers of the ungodly. 


Ten years of toil do not take so 
much life out of us as we lose in 
a few hours by Ahithophel the 
traitor, or Demas the apostate. 
Strife, also, and _ division, and 
slander, and foolish censures, have 
often laid holy men prostrate, and 
made them go “as with a sword in 
their bones.” Hard words wound 
some delicate minds very keenly. 
Many of. the best of ministers, 
from the very spirituality of their 
character, are exceedingly sensi- 
tive—too sensitive for such a world 
as this. “A kick that scarce would 
move a horse would kill a sound 
divine,”’ 

By experience the soul is hard- 
6éned to the rough blows which are 
inevitable in our warfare; but at 
first these. .things..utterly stagger 
us, and send us to our homes 
wrapped in a horror of great dark- 
ness. The trials of a true minister 
are not few, and such as are caused 
by ungrateful professors are hard- 
er to bear than the coarsest at- 
tacks of avowed enemies. Let...ng, 
man who looks for ease of mind 
and seeks the quietude of life en- 
ter the ministry; if he does so he 
will flee from it in disgust. 

To the lot of few does it fall to 
pass through such a horror of 
great darkness as that which fell 
upon me after the deplorable ac- 
cident at the Surrey Music Hall. 
I’was pressed beyond measure and 
out of bounds {with an enormous 
weight of misery... The..tunjult, “the 
panic, the deaths, wereday” and 
night before me, and made life a 
burden. 

From that dream of horror I was 
awakened in a moment by the 
gracious application to my soul of 
the text, “‘Him hath God exalted”’ 
(Acts 5:31). The-fact that Jesus is 
still great, let His servants suf- 
fer as they may, piloted me back 
to calm reason and peace. Should 
so terrible a calamity overtake any 


prepared; but when they come sud- 


of the brethren, let them both pa- 
tiently hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of God. 

When troubles multiply, and dis- 
couragements follow each other ‘in 
long succession, like Job’s messen- 
gers, then, too, amid the perturba- 
tion of soul occasioned by evil tid- 
ings, despondency despoils_ the 
heart of all its peace. Constant 
dropping wears away stones, and 
the bravest minds feel the fret of 
repeated afflictions. If a scanty 
cupboard is rendered a_ severer 
trial by the sickness of a wife or 
the loss of a child, and if ungen- 
erous remarks of hearers are fol- 
lowed by the opposition of deacons 
and the coolness of members, then, 
like Jacob, we are apt to cry, “All 
these things are against me.” 

When David returned to Ziklag 
and found the city burned, goods 
stolen, wives carried off, and his 
troops ready to stone him, we read, 
He “encouraged himself in the 
Lord his God’; and well was it for 
him that he could do so, for he 
would then have fainted if he had 
not believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
Accumulated distresses. increase 
each other’s weight; they play 
into each other’s hands, and, 
like bands of robbers,  ruth- 
lessly destroy our comfort. 
Wave upon wave is_ severe 
work for the strongest swim- 
mer. The place where two seas 
meet strains the most scaworthy 
keel. If there were a regulated 
pause between the buffetings of 
adversity, the spirit would stand 


ing of great hatintonin. the pil- 
grim may well be amazed. The last 
ounce breaks the camel’s back, and 
when the last ounce is laid upon 
us, What wonder if we for a while 
are ready to give up the ghost! 
This evil will also come upon us, 
we know not why, and then it is 
all the more difficult to drive it 
away. Causeless depression is not 
to be reasoned with, nor can Dav- 
id’s harp charm it away by sweet 
discoursings. As well fight with 
the mist as with this shapeless, un- 
definable, yet all-beclouding hope- 
lessness. One affords himself no 
pity when in this case, because it 
seems so unreasonable, and even 
sinful to be troubled without mani- 


fest cause; and yet troubled the} 


man is, even in the very depths of 
his spirit. If those who laugh at 
such melancholy did but feel the 
grief of it for one hour, their 
laughter would be sobered into 
compassion. 


But God Allows a Minister’s 
Troubles for God’s Glory .\ 


Uninterrupted success and un- 
fading joy in it would be more than 
our weak heads could bear. Our 
wine must needs be mixed with 
water, lest it turn our brains. My 
witness is, that those who are hon- 
ored of their Lord in public, have 
usually to endure a secret chasten- 
ing, or to carry a peculiar cross, 
lest by any means they exalt them- 
selves, and. fall into the snare of 
the Devil. How constantly the Lord 
calls Ezekiel “Son of man”! Amid 
his soarings into the superlative 
splendors, just when with eye un- 
dimmed he is strengthened to gaze 
into the excellent glory, the word 
“Son of man’ falls on his ears, so- 
bering the heart which else might 
have been intoxicated with the 
honor conferred upon it. Such 
humbling but salutary messages 
cur depressions whisper in our 
ears; they tell us in a manner not 
to be mistaken that we are but 
men, frail, feeble, apt to faint. 

By all the castings down of His 
servants God is glorified, for they 


are led to magnify Him when again: 
)Mexsets, them,.en»their “feet and, 


even. while: ‘prostrate in the dust 
their faith yields.Him praise. They 
speak all the more sweetly of His 
faithfulness, and are the more 
firmly established in His love. 
Such mature men as some elderly 
preachers are, could scarcely have 
been produced if they had not been 
emptied from vessel to vessel, and 
made to see their own emptiness 
and the vanity of all things round 
about theni. Glory be to God for 
the furnace, the hammer and the 
file. Heaven shall be all the fuller 
of bliss because we have been filled 
with anguish here below, and 
earth shall be better tilled because 
of our training in the school of 
adversity. 


Victory in Trouble Is Possible 
for God’s Man, Always 


dismayed by soul-trouble. Count it 
no strange thing, but a part of ordi- 
nary ministerial experience. Should 
the power of depression be more 
than ordinary, think not that all is 
over with your usefulness. Cast not 
away your confidence, for it hath 
great recompense of reward. Even 
if the enemy's foot be on your 
neck, expect to rise and overthrow 
him. Cast the burden of the pres- 
ent, along with the sin of the past 
and the fear of the future, upon 


saints. Live by the day—aye, by 
the hour. Put no trust in frames 
and feelings. Care more for a grain 
of faith than a ton of excitement. 
Trust in God alone, and lean not 
on the reeds of human helps Be not 
surprised when friends fail you; it 
is a failing world. Never count up- 
on immutability in man: incon- 
stancy you may reckon upon with- 
out fear of disappointmént. 

The disciples of Jesus forsook 
Him; be not amazed if your adher- 
ents wander away to other teach- 
ers: as they were not your all 


you with their departure. Serve 
God with all your might while the 
candle is burning, and then when it 
goes out for a season, you will have 


nothing, for that is what you are. 
When your own emptiness is pain- 
fully forced upon your conscious- 
ness, chide yourself that you ever 
dreamed of being full, except in 
the Lord. Set small store by pres- 
ent rewards; be grateful for earn- 
ests by the way, but look for the 
recompensing joy hereafter. Con- 
tinue,,.with double earnestness to 
serve. your Lord when no visible 
result is before you. 

Any simpleton can follow the 
narrow path in the light: faith’s 
rare wisdom enables us to march 
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aside from the path which the di-9 
vine call has urged us to pursue. 
Come fair or come foul, the pul- 
pit is our watchtower, and the 
ministry our warfare; be it ours, 
when we cannot see the face of our 


the Lord, who forsaketh not His | God, to * ‘trust under the shadow of 
ihis [wings].” 


(‘From Spurgeon’s Lectures to His 
Students.) 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 


vestigated and opproved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From our Advertisers’’ 


when with you, all is not gone from | = 


the less to regret. Be content to be : 


Tabernacle 


’ " mitiiit itt Titeteetee: SerETHat ETT er ert " tu 
PLL et ed PUA Lee 3 


= Highest 
= Prices 
Paid for 
Religious 
Books 


SEND 
LIST! 


HTL PELL 


Baker 
Book House 
Grand Rapids, 

Mich. 


qisvHound 


PATHWAY TU 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS! 
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COMMENTING and COMMENTARIES 


CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON’S REFERENCE GUIDE 
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is now available in a new, 


revised edition. 


.. +. Comments on over 1400 Commentaries and 
Expositions with publisher and publisher’s prices indicated 
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THE 


SYSTEM 
BIBLE 
STUDY... 


Find—quickly, easily—the inspiring 
“hidden” verses, as well as others, on 
such subjects as: 


* FAITH 
* NEW BIRTH 
x IMMORTALITY 
* HOLINESS 
* WORLDLINESS 
x GIVING 


and hundreds of 
other subjects!. 
~Dr. Billy Graham: ‘‘I use it con- 


‘'tinually. It has saved me 
many hours. ’ 


Dr. Robert G. teat ‘*For several 
‘years I have used the System 
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in just ONE handy volume! 


When you want to find quickly certain in- 
form: ation in the Bible, or about the Bible, 
where do you look for it? In a concordance’ 
‘ina Bib 
or or do you search through several volumes of 
your library? If so, you can often GET 
MORE HELP IN FAR LESS TIME by 
referring to just one book, the System Bible 
Study 
ent, over- 


Information is instantly found that is not 
available even in 2 regular concordance, dic- 
tionary, etc. 
instance. 
FAITH. By 
you would miss some of the most illuminat- 
ing verses on the subject. Take Isaiah 26:2 
—“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee.’ 
comes under the head of FAITH,. yet the 
word ‘ 
literally hidden away! 


To help you find ‘‘hidden ’’ verses, as wel! 
as others, System Bible Study 
by idea as well as subject. 
word for word. No a ae torun! Your 
time is saved for LEARNING, not wasted 
in SEARCHING. 
many advantages in using this great work. 
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Take just one department, for 
Suppose you wanted verses on 
using old-fashioned methods 
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Idea 


is not in it. 


Grouped by 


roups verses 
All are printed 


This is just one of the 


Bible Study . It covers the 
widest field vf information in the 
handiest form of any Bible work I] 
know. I commend it as valuable 
indeed to all Christian workers.” 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson: ‘‘ Your hand- 
ling of the facts is skillfully help- 
ful. I trust that this volume will 
have a wide circulation among 
those who a | wish to study 
the Word of God.”’ 


The lesson of wisdom is, be not 
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Evangelists 


Twenty-one churches took some 
part ,in a recent 3-week revival 
campaign at Mt. Pleasant, Penn- 
sylvania, with EVANGELIST ED- 
DIE WAGNER. Mr. John T.Cold- 
smith, President of the Greater 
Laymen’s Association of Mt. Pleas- 
ant writes there were “161 conver- 
sions,” Wagner was assisted by 
Clayton Booth, song leader, and 
Byron Blackmore, organist. 

* * * 

EVANGELIST LLOYD BAR- 
DOWELL was with the Roaring 
Spring Mennonite Church, Roaring 
Spring, Pennsylvania, August 8- 
22. According to a report from the 
pastor, Rev. Adrian Sprunger, 
there were 23 conversions, 10 re- 
dedications, and six joined - the 
church. 

* * * 

REV. DOLPHUS PRICE from 
Pensacola, Florida, was the evan- 
gelist June 28-July 11 in a big 
tent campaign sponsored by the 
South Campbellsville Baptist 
Church, Campbellsville, Kentucky. 
Pastor J. W. Brown reports crowds 
up fo eleven hundred night after 
night, with an estimated 1,500 in 
attendance the closing Sunday 
night. Visible results included 41 
professions of faith, 9 transfers of 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


letter to the church, and other re- 
dedications, 
* * * 

EVANGELIST JOHN LINTON 
of 328 Belle Isle View, Riverside, 
Windsor, Canada, has just closed a 
union campaign in Auburn, In- 
diana. The meetings were held in 
a large tent with about fifteen 
different churches _ represented. 
Souls were saved almost every 
night during the three weeks. 


* * * 


EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE 
of The Sword of the Lord recently 
conducted evangelistic services in 
the new Evangel Baptist Church, 
Bridgeport, West Virginia. There 
were 28 to 30. saved and a number 
of rededications of life. Rev. Philip 
Horne is the pastor of this new 
work. 


In a revival that overflowed the 
small rural church until 600 to 
700 people were seated on a sloping 
hillside under the stars, there were 
106 decisions for Christ recorded 
in twelve nights in the County Line 
Baptist Church, 7 miles out from 
Porterdale, Georgia. Here also 
Rev. Hugh F. Pyle was the evan- 
gelist. 86 were saved, 10 came by 
letter and 10 were reclaimed from 


The World Council of Churches _ 


“(Continued from page 2) 


Council leaders that followed the 
communist line of talk, that is, 
the ideology and program of Karl 
Marx, who was the father of com- 
munism and socialism. 

When Bishop Oxnam said, “We 
must work for a classless society,” 
that was a communist. party line, 


the same language used consist-. 


ently by communists. The idea 
that it is wrong for one man to 
be president of a company, be- 
cause of his ability and work, 
while another man is a laborer, 
is not the American principle, but 
is communist doctriné. The idea 
that a man who earns more money 
should get more money is the 
Bible plan, but it is directly con- 
tradicted by the communist teach- 
ing of “a classless society,” that 
is, a “dictatorship of a  prole- 
tariat,” ruled by common workers 
with no distinction as to income 
and authority. 

The “Committee on Responsible 
Society” brought in a report which 
was approved by the whole World 
Council. It advocated government 
interfererice in business to decide 
matters of “low wages, unfavor- 
able working conditions, sickness, 
and old age.” That is the New 
Deal over again, but carried much 


further than the New Deal ever 
carried its socialism. 

The report urged Christians to 
work for “improved national or 
local welfare legislation and for 
the provision of adequate medical 
care.” Government medical care 
is an extreme in socialism which 
the best thinkers in America are 
continually fighting, but which 
communists and extreme socialists 
insist on. 

The report urged the gavern- 
ment to guarantee farmers “a 
reasonable measure of security of 
income,” 

It is not just this editor’s idea 
that that report represents the 
Karl Marx viewpoint. Bishop John 
Peter of Hungary, who was a 
communist official and then was 
put by the communists into the 
office of bishop and who is re- 
puted to be a secret agent of the 
communist “police “told the as- 
sembly before the vote was taken 
that the Hungarian delegation 
would vote for the report.” The 
World Counéil report on economic 
matters exactly” suited the iron 
curtain communist officials, and 
they voted for it! 

The sentiment of the leaders of 


(Continued on page 7) 


Trastworthy Help 


on the Bible 
ADAM CLARKE 


Bible passage CLARKE’S 


passage 


DANCE 


Edition, 


At All Bookstores 


FOR REWARDING BIBLEJSTUDY 


CLARKE’S COMMENTARY 


For everyone who wants to 
learn the fullest meaning of every 


classic commentary of sound Bible 
information and deep spiritual in- 


sight. Six big, beautiful volumes for a life- 
time of rewarding use. 800 pages in each volume. 


$4.50 per volume, 


STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANCE 
of the Bible 


STRONG’S contains every word of the 
King James Version of the Bible in every 


simple to use, STRONG’S CONCOR- 


sage you are seeking—even if you know 
only one key word. 1809 PAGES. Regular 


Ss 


$24.50 the set 


in which it occurs. Accurate, 


will help you find the Bible pas- 
$11.50; thumb-indexed, $12.75 


ABINGDON PRESS 


backsliding. The crowds increased 
until some were seated in the 
cemetery next to the church. Rev. 
Charles Moody, Jr., is the pastor. 
Local pastors are considering hav- 
ing Evangelist Pyle back for a 
united campaign later in the fall. 
* * * 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE GAGE 
of Houston, Texas, and songleader 


Jimmy Snelen, were mightily 
blessed of God in a revival at Air- 
line Drive Baptist Church, Hous- 
ton, Texas. Pastor Vernon Culbert 
reports 69 additions to the church, 
47 for baptism, 22 by letter, 7 
made professions to join the church 
in their community, and other re- 
clamations were made in this eight 


days’ revival. 


Then the evangelist went to the 
First Baptist Church at Golden 
Acres, Texas, and there 72 were 
added to the church, 52 coming by 
baptism and 20 by letter. The 
church could not house all the 
people the closing night. Rev. J. W. 
Sturdivant, pastor, was much 
pleased over the work of this team. 


— THE END — 
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Coming up in October and 


preachers and Christian workers, and every- 
body who wants to learn how to get your 
prayers answered, how to have soul-winning 
power, how to know the Bible, how to win 


November for 


Great Sword Conterences on 


REVIVAL and SOUL WINNING 


souls. Try, if possible, to attend one or more 
of these great life-changing, heart-warming 
inspiring conferences put on by the Sword of 
the Lord, directed by the editor, Evangelist 
John R. Rice. 


N ote dates and places now, watch for further announcement. Plan to attend. 


Famous Cpeakers in 


Sword Con erences 


Here are some of the famous evangelists and pastors of 


Muskegon, Michigan 
October 4-6 


at Lakeside Baptist Church and 
Calvary Baptist Church. Preach- 
ers from all Michigan will at- 
tend. Everybody invited. Speak- 
ers: Dr. Lee Roberson, Dr. 
Robert T. Ketcham, Evangelist 
John R. Rice. 


great soul-winning churches who will be heard at these Sword 


of the Lord Conferences on revival and soul winning. 


Ashland, Ohio 


October 7 and 8 


in the high school auditorium, 
and sponsored by lLaymen’s 
Evangelistic Association and 
eleven pastors and churches. 
Speaker: John R. Rice. 


Macon, Georgia 
October 10-138 


in Tabernacle Baptist .Church. 
Backed by pastors and churches 
of a wide area. Speakers, Dr. | 
John R. Rice and others to be 
announced. 


Anniston, Alabama 
October 13-17 


in the City Auditorium. Spon- 
sored by a large group of pas- 
tors. Speakers will include Dr. 
J. Harold Smith, Evangelist Bill 
Rice, Evangelist Hugh Pyle, and 
Dr. John R. Rice, and probably 
one other widely-known speak- 
er, 


Pensacola, Florida 
November 17-20 


Daytime services in South Side 
Baptist Church, evening serv- 
ices in the large Brent Baptist 
Church. Speakers: Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Evangelist Hugh 
Pyle, Evangelist Bill Rice, Dr. 
John R. Rice. 


Panama City, Florida 
November 17-20 


the same time as above. The 
two conferences will be run sim- 
ultaneously. Speakers: Dr. Bob 
Jones, Dr. John R. Rice, Evan- 
gelist Hugh Pyle, Evangelist 
Bill Rice. * 

Music at Pensacola and Pana- 
ma City will include the famous 
Eureka Jubilee colored singers 
of Chicago. 


Lakeland, Florida 


November 21-24 


in the City Auditorium, spon- 
sored by many pastors and 
churches. 


FREE BEDS FOR 


®Evangelist Hugh 


® Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
evangelist for more 
than fifty years, 
founder of Bob Jones 
University. One of 
the most moving 
speakers in America. 


® Dr. Lee Roberson, 
pastor of Highland 
Park Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, with 
over 12,000 mem- 
bers. Baptized 1,296 
new converts last 
year. Has led the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention in con- 
versions for seven or 
eight years. Presi- 
dent of Tennessee 
Temple Schools. 


® Dr. J. Harold Smith, 
pastor of First. Bap- 
tist Church, Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, 
widely-known evan- 
gelist and radio 
broadcaster and soul 
winner. 


Pyle, former news- 
paper man, with suc- 
cessful and_ strong 
pastorates in several 
Florida churches, 
Youth for Christ di- 
rector, now assistant 
to Dr. John R. Rice. 


® Evangelist Bill Rice, 
Murfreesboro, Ten- 
nessee, powerful 
evangelist, charming 
storyteller, has 
preached all over 
America, in Canada, 
and for months to 
gigantic crowds on 
the African mission 
field. 


© pr. John R. Rice, 
editor, THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, 
evangelist in city- 
wide campaigns, 
with books.....and 
pamphlets reaching 
millions of people in 
twenty languages. 


& 
Tampa, Florida 
November 21-24 
same date, in the City Audi- 
torium, Tampa. 
Speakers at these two con- 


ferences thirty-five miles apart 
include Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. 


PREACHERS 


> 


J. Harold Smith 


Bill Rice 


Hugh Pyle 


sees 
oe 


. John R. Rice 


Lee Roberson, Dr. J. Harold 

Smith, Dr. John R. Rice, Evan- 

en Bill Rice, Evangelist Hugh 
yle. : 


Special music by the Eureka 
Jubilee Singers, famous colored 
Christian musicians from Chi- 
cago. 


In most of these conferences, God willing, co-operating churches will ask members to 
supply rooms for out-of-town preachers who attend the conferences. Churches would do well 
to send their pastors to such meetings for quickening of the spiritual life, for inspiration, 
and to bring back revival fires and new consecration, inspiration, and new methods and plans 
for soul winning and for building a great church. 


_ Of course these great conferences and rallies are for the general public, and lay Chris- 
trans will have their hearts warmed and blessed the same as preachers. Groups of young 
people should attend wherever possible. ; 


Write for Detailed Program of the Conference You Are Interested in! 


| Address John R. Rice, the Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, IIlinois 
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An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
on every book, in the Bible, Archaeological Discoveries, 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Church History. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information. 


Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 


Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 
Highly commended by leading Magazines and Ministers 
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SAMPLE 
RITE today and get your copy of 
TABERNACLE HYMNS NUM- 
BER FIVE. See this balanced best 
of soul winning evangelical numbers 
and traditional hymns of power and 
popularity. 55 more musical numbers 
than any other of the Tabernacle 


series. Surprisingly low cost, Give church and denomination 


and your official position. No obligation. Write NOW. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
342-4 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, Illinois 


COMPLETE WORSHIP 
PROGRAMS 


in Dramatic rorm 


Twelve Devotional 
Dramas 


Susan Estes 
- $1.00 


You'll like these features: 


Takes dialogue mainly from Scrip- 
ture—Gives expression to talents and 
personalities of every age—Requires 
| five or six characters for each drama 
|—Can be used without costuming or 
stage setting—lIncludes practical helps 
for lighting and costume-making— 
Based on great spiritual truths. 


Order from your favorite book dealer 
BROADMAN PRESS 


127 Ninth Avenue, North 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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Book=Reviews | 


(Continued from page 3) 


“It is the only adequate book of 
its kind. I refer to it constantly.” 


THE HOLY SPIRIT, by John F. 
Walvoord. Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 252 pages, $3.50. 

A rather exhaustive volume deal- 
ing with the Person and Work of 
the Holy Spirit, giving even a 
brief historical outline of the doc- 
trine from the Ante-Nicene Period 
to the present. The book is well 
outlined and refers the reader to 
about 1,500 Scriptures. However, 
the usefulness of the volume is 
considerably hampered by its lack 
of emphasis upon the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit for fullness of 
power in soul winning and its limit 
of the term “the baptism of the 
Spirit” to baptism into the body of 
Christ. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT: HIS 
GIFTS and POWER, by John 
Owen. Kregel Publications, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 356 pages, $3.95. 

Owen was a famous preacher of 
the 17th Century, a contemporary 
with John Bunyan and Richard 
Baxter. This is a reissue of a por- 
tion of his larger work, “The Holy 
Spirit,” and deals primarily with 
the Spirit’s ministry in salvation 
and sanctification. 


A BOOK of INSTALLATION 
SERVICES, by Virginia Ely. Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company. 206 pages, 
$2.50. 

A group of 27 installation serv- 
ices for all occasions built around 
such themes as The Old Rugged 
Cross, Trees, New Roads, “My 
Witnesses,” Stars, Bells and Liv- 
ing letters. 


IRON SHOES, by C. Roy Angell. 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. 117 pages, $1.50. 

A book of twelve short sermons 
by. the pastor of the Central Bap- 
tist Church in Miami, Florida. In- 
terestingly written, their main val- 
ue lies in illustrative content. 


THE FAITH of OUR GRAND- 
FATHERS, by Leonard S. Ingram, 
Saratoga 522, Villa General Anaya, 
Mexico 13, D. F. 

Here is an amazingly valuable 
pamphlet dealing with some of the 
errors and fallacies of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The author pri- 
marily concerns himself with (1) 
the history of Rome’s intolerance 
and persecution; (2) the sufficien- 
cy of Christ as the only Mediator 
contrasted with Rome’s thousands 
of mediators; (3) the fallibility of 
the Pope; and, (4) the rise of the 
papacy, showing that ‘‘Rome at- 
tained her present lofty position by 
means of forged documents.” 

Pastors will surely want and 
need this booklet for reference. 
Others will get it to place in the 
hands of Catholi¢ friends and those 
sympathetic to Catholicism. Mr. 
Ingram, a layman, has wonderfully 
and excellently documented his 
charges and his points are well 
proven by an abundance of Scrip- 
ture. The booklet has more than 
100 pages and sells for the unbe- 


SPECIAL! A copy 


FILLS A LONG-FELT NEED! 


VITAL NEW BOOK BY FRED JOHN MELDAU 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE BIBLE 


10 chapters that make it easy to understand and enjoy 
the Scriptures. A concise covering of the basic 
truths of God’s Word. Simple. Sound. Satisfying. 
Ideal for group study. Price 60¢ postpaid. 
| free with a year’s subscription 
to CHRISTIAN VICTORY MAGAZINE at regu- 
lar price of $2.00. Edited by Fred John Meldau. 
64p.p. Evangelical. Pre-millenial. Current issue 20¢ 
CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUBLISHERS 
2913 Umatilla St., Denver 11, Colo. 
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TWO COMPANION BOOKS TO THE BIBLE. 


Loved alike by Young and Old 
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(Full particulars sent on request) Rafe 
768 Pages Cloth Bound $2.00 « 


het 


Second Edition. 
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~s x 54x inches 
Author of Pocket Bible Handbook” 

In Two Parts: 
Each Book of the Bible 
arious Topics 
Most Precious Words in human language. 
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Sweetest Words ever heard by mortal ears. 

Best Loved Words of the Best Loved Book in all the world. 
God’s Own Words. 
Wonderful Words. 
Words of Life. i 

Words we Read, and Re-Read, and Never Tire of Reading. 

All Grouped together in this little book, for convenient use 

Beautifully Printed on Fine Quality Thin Bible Paper 


Beautiful Words. Sublime Words. 
Glorious Words. Heavenly Words. 
ords of Power, Timeless, Eternal. 


Cloth Bound $2.00 


Order from your Book Store, or H. H. Halley « Box 774 « Chicago 90, Illinois 


World Council... 


(Continued from page 6) (Continued from page 1) 


Help Us Celebrate Our Birthday! 


the World Council was pretty 
unanimous on this question. That 
was shown when Dr. Daniel Pol- 
ing of New York,’ the«editor of 
the Christian Herdld, one of the 
best-known and most reputable of 
Christian leaders in America, who 
was a fraternal delegate to the 
World Council, suggested that the 
Council go on record with a dec- 
Jaration in the name of “the silent 
and the dead” in Lithuania, Lat- 
via, Estonia and other countries 
enslaved by the bolsheviks, to de- 
clare that “there is and ean be no 
affinity between Christianity and 
atheistic communism.” That is a 
most reasonable statement, and 
one that every Christian ought to 
be willing to adopt and sign. But 
his suggestion was not adopted, 
The World Council was not willing 


Will you please help us have a 
tremendous birthday with thou- 
sands of new subscribers in these 
last weeks of introductory offer? 

We may not be able to send 
every back issue of these remark- 
able prize-winning sermons which 
began September 10. But we will 
send THE Sworp for six full 
months, at least 26 big issues. You 
understand that five or more sub- 
scriptions are to be sent at one 
time in order to obtain this special 
$1-for-six-months rate. 

People need THE SworD OF THE 
Lorb. You surely know some peo- 
ple for whom God will hold you ac- 
countable. Won’t you help THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD celebrate by 
sending aS many subscriptions as 
you can, at once, taking advantage 
of this introductory offer of six 


to go on record against atheistic months for $1? Don't forget that 
communism. in Canada and in foreign countries 
Again, the World® Council of the rate is $1.25 per six months. 


You must have your letter in the 
mail and postmarked not later 
than midnight, October 12. So, 
please hurry and help us celebrate 
our twentieth birthday! 


2. Our Friends Who Are Fill- 
ing a Quota of Subscriptions 
Please Rush Them In! 


Hundreds of SworD OF THE LorRD 
readers have accepted a quota and 
promised to send in 25 or 50 or 
100 subscriptions during this year, 
1954. Some agreed to send 25 and 
a few agreed to send in as many 
as 500 subscriptions. To all these 
who accepted a definite quota, we 
gave the privilege of sending in a 
year’s subscription for only $1.50, 
Canada and foreign countries only 
$2 a year. You understand, this 
rate does not apply except when 
someone takes a quota of 25 or 
more subscriptions and saves us 
the trouble,and money of securing 
single, yearly subscriptions. 

You who have uadertaken to 
send in a quota of subscriptions, 
will you not hurry and.send them 
in to celebrate our birthday, be- 
tween now and October the 12th? 
Now isthe time to get people on 
the subscription list of THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD. Get others to sub- 
scribe when you can and you send 


Churches took a pacifist view, 
which followed the communist line. 
A resolution stated that “atomic 
and other mass_ destruction 
weapons must be prohibited with 
provision for international inspec- 
tion and control.” 

“Speakers in this section” of 
the World Council meeting, says 
the Chicago Tribune, “had de- 
nounced the wanton destruction of 
Dresden, Germany, by British and 
American air forces near the end 
of the war in Europe as a moral 
outrage no less reprehensible than 
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.” 

None of us want war of any 
kind. Of course we-do not want to 
use the atomic bomb on anybody. 
We .did not want to bomb Ger- 
many. But to oppose America in 
World War II, when we were try- 
ing to put astop to world-wide ag- 
gression by Hitler and others, is 

(Continued on page 10) 


lievably low price of twenty cents. 
It is worth many times that 
amount, 


THE BIBLICAL ILLUSTRA- 
TOR, Edited by Joseph S. Exell. 
Baker Book House, 1953. Single 
Volume $4.95, subscription price 
$4.50. 

The Biblical Illustrator is publi- 
cized as the largest collection of 
homiletical material of all time, 
The gifted and internationally 
known homilist, Joseph S. Exell, 
examined the writings of the best 
Christian writers of the centuries 
to offer this comprehensive set of 
helps to the Bible student, teacher 
and preacher. The reprint of the 
original edition is in clear type and 
good binding. The set consists of 
fifty-seven large volumes. 

The latest. volume to come off 
the press is on the Gospel of John. 
Two volumes of almost seven hun- 
dred pages each are devoted to 
this one Gospel. Every verse is 
treated. The student will find com- 
plete and condensed sermons, ser- 


so rush your. subscription Now. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


Included among the contribu- 
tors are such well-known and re- 
spected names as C. H. Spurgeon, 
Albert Barnes, J. A. Seiss, Alex-|2. N 
ander Maclaren, Martin Luther, De 
Witt Talmage, Joseph Parker, D. 
L. Moody, A. J. Gordon, J. H. Jow- 
ett, A. T. Pierson, Alexander 
Whyte. Phillips Brooks, A. Saphir, 
J. C. Ryle, Richard Baxter and 
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the subscriptions in. Pay for the 
subscriptions you feel you can pay 
for and want to pay for. But, you 
who have quotas, will you not try 
to fill them right away and get all 
your subscriptions in by October 
12th? You will help us celebrate 
our birthday in this wonderful 
way. 

Someone reads this who has not 
taken a quota but could do so ana * 
probably, if you prayed about it, 
would find that you would like to 
do it. If so, simply write, “I will 
undertake to send in a quota of 
23 (or perhaps you will attempt 
00) subscriptions at the rock-bot- 
tom rate of $1.50 per year, during 
this year, 1954.” Will you do it now 
and hurry and help us celebrate 
our birthday? 


3. We Know of Over 17,000 
People Whose Subscription to 
THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD Ought to Be Paid 
for Through Our Minister 
and Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund. Would 
You Like to Celebrate 
by Helping This 
Fund? 


The Sword of the Lord Minister 
and Missionary Subscription Fund 
has acquainted literally thousands 
of preachers, missionary workers, 
shut-ins, -retired preachers, anda 
native workers in foreign countries 
with THE SWORD OF THE LORD an@ 
has proved to be a continual bless- 
ing. Yes, we have the names -of 
over 17,000 people whose subscrip- 
tions ought to be paid for through 
our Minister and Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund. We have letters 
every day from people who need 
the paper and want it, but for one 
reason or another cannot pay for 
it. We have other groups, minis- 
terial students for example who 
ought to be sent THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp for a trial period. Please 
pray about it and if God leads you, 
send a gift to the Minister and@- 
Missionary Subscription Fund. God 
will reward you. 


Address all’ letters to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Whea- 
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John Bunyan. In a single volume 
may be found the choicest writings 
from as many as nine hundred men 
of God. 

Some impression of the exhaus- 
tive treatment given in the first 
volume of John’s Gospel may be 
gained from the. following: John 
1:1 is treated by twenty-three con- 
tributions, most of them full-length 
sermons. “The Lamb of God” in 
1:29 is dealt with by twenty-three 
authors. The new birth in 3:3-5 is 
the subject of twenty-six sermons 
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and outlines. John 3:16_rates no 


less than fifty-two, filling com-] - 
pactly fifteen pages and with six 
of these sermons by Spurgeon 
alone. 

The Biblical Illustrator is un- 
questionably a gold mine of ser- 
monic material. 


(Additional names and addresses 
of paper, if you like.) 
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send in Jesus’ name. 


—C, E. Walstad, | sent by Scns 
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Friday, September 24, 1954 


The Big Lie! 


(Continued from page 1) 


Karl Marx was a theorist, a doc- 
trinaire economist, with no practi- 
cal experience in the ideas which 
he propagated. He never earned 
a’ day’s wages in his life. Once he 
applied for employment in an of- 
fice, but his handwriting was so 
wretched that he was immediately 
discharged. He lived by the lar- 
gesse of others. He lived aloof, 
isolated, even from them who sup- 
ported him of their poverty. He 
was insensitive to the interests of 
others, irritable in the extreme, 
iriconsiderate of everyone. Even 
his admiring biographers had to 
tothe that he was “morbidly thin- 
skinned and jealously suspicious of 
the least sign of antagonism to 
his person or his doctrine,” and 
that “there were few prominent 
radicals whom he failed to wound 
and humiliate in some fashion.” 

‘Karl Marx was a friend of the 
working man? That’s a lie in it- 
self! 

‘What are the basic communist 
economic principles? Karl Marx 
states them very graphically, with 
fyankness that is brutal, in his 
Communist Manifesto, in. which 
he says: 

“The theory of the communists 
may be summed up in the single 
sentence: Abolition of private 
property.” 

- Anticipating the reaction of men 
generally, Marx went on to say: 

:“You are horrified at our in- 
tending to do away with private 
property ....in one word, you re- 
proach us with intending to do 
away with your property. Pre- 
cisely so; that is just what we in- 
tend.” * 

‘To achieve this abolition of 
private property so that every- 
thing is owned corporately by the 
State, a communist program was 
proposed by Marx. He declared 
that “The proletariat will use its 
political supremacy, to wrest, by 
degrees, all capital from the 

urgeoisie, to centralize all in- 
struments of production in the 

ands of the State;” and to that 

d the Communists plan: 
¥1. Abolition of property in land 

d application of all rents of land 
to public purposes. 2. A heavy pro- 

essive or graduated income tax. 

Abolition of all right of inherit- 
ance. 4. Confiscation of the prop- 


_ Please send a label 
when you change your 


Address! 
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erty of all emigrants and rebels 
(by ‘emigrants and rebels’ was 
meant citizens who would flee 
from a communist State). 5. Cen- 
tralization of credit in the hands 
of the State, by means of a na- 
tional bank with State capital and 
an exclusive monopoly; and fur- 
thermore the _ socialization of 
transportation, factory production, 
agriculture; and concluding with 
what already has long since been 
available, “Free education for all 
children in public schools.” 

In the second place, with the 
abolition of private property is 
planned as well the destruction 
of individual freedom. Let Karl 
Marx speak for himself and his 
fellow communists: 


“And the abolition of this state 
of things is called by the bourge- 
oisie, abolition of individuality and 
freedom! And rightly so. The abo- 
lition of bourgeois imdividuality, 
bourgeois independence, and bour- 
geois freedom is undoubtedly 
aimed at.” 

In other words, Karl Marx, you 
propose to make men prosperous 
by taking away their property 
and their incentive to improve 
themselves and to provide for their 
children, and also to make them 
free by placing them in the most 
bitter bondage possible? Could any 
lie be more palpable? 

This is no place to enter into 
a discussion of the basic economic 
tenets of the communist system 
such as: (1) The doctrine of sur- 
plus value by which the commu- 
nists claim that the true worth of 
every commodity is determined 
solely by the amount of socially 
useful labor put into it—a mis- 
leading half-truth at best; (2) 
the doctrine of capitalist concen- 
tration-—-only a very brief statis- 
tical study on the ownership ‘of 
American corporations like Ameri- 
can Telephone and ‘Telegraph, 
General Motors, and General Elec- 
tric will show that capital is be- 
coming increasingly distributed 
among wage earners rather than 
being concentrated in the hands of 
a few “moguls of misery;” (3) 
the doctrine of increasing prole- 
tarian impoverishment—that the 
rich are growing richer and the 
poor poorer—make a little study 
of savings banks and you will 
have light on that lie; and (4) the 
doctrine of economic determinism 
—a dogma that is grossly inade- 
quate to explain all of history, 
even all of economic phenomena. 

Taken separately or together, 
these basic principles of commu- 
nism are perversions of historical 
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: that would please the Lord Jesus 
more than anything else in the world? 


_ Win Lost Souls! 


' Surely nothing is dearer to the heart of the 
Lord Jesus, than to see people turn to 
- Him with all their hearts. That's why you 
ought to resolve to win souls this year. 
- To help you see the urgent need, Dr. John 


THE SOUL-WINNER’S FIRE 


Here are eight carefully chosen mes- 
Sages to fire your heart, and to send you 
- Out with tears and holy passion to 


Pfc. Odel Mackay wrote, “Before read- 
r ing your book, I had come to the same 
conclusion that Jeremiah came to in his 
rf day—not to mention God to lost souls 
. any more’; but the very next day God 
led me into my chaplain’s office... On 
+ @ table was your book,.so I read it. THIS 


Evangelist Paul Levin wrote, 
‘The Soul. Winner’s Fire’ 

through and my soul was stirred to the 
depths. I wish I could sell one hundred 
or more everywhere I go.” 
Dr. W 
say it is the book of the hour. Every 
single preacher and Christian worker 
ought to read it. It gripped my soul like 
it will grip thousands of others who read 


When you have read it and let it bless 
your soul, then give it to somebody else, 
and let it go ever on in its ministry for God 
and Christ and souls. 
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truth; or, to be stated clearly and 
yet kindly, they are prevarications 
prepared and propagated* by men 
of ill will whose program is the 
destruction of others for the ag- 
grandizement of themselves. 

When you teach mankind that 
thou shalt covet what is rightfully 
thine neighbors, that thou shalt 
steal, and that thou shalt destroy, 
Karl Marx, you lie! 


II. Communism Is a Social as 
Well as an Economic Lie 


The aim of communism is to 
destroy social organization, na- 
tional and international, as we 
know it. Karl Marx was una- 
bashed in saying, “The Communist 
disdain to conceal their views and 
aims. They openly declare that 
their ends can be attained only 
by forceable overthrow of all 
existing social conditions.” 


To that end the bases of society 
must be destroyed. First, -the ‘‘in- 
dividual... the middle-class owner 
of property...must, indeed, be 
swept out of the way.” Next 
comes the family. The Communist 
Manifesto becomes savage when 
it considers the sacred relation- 
ship of parents and children. Lis- 
ten to it: 

“Abolition of the family!... 
The bourgeois family will vanish 
as a matter of course when its 
complement vanishes, and both 
will vanish with the banishing of 
capital....The bourgeois clap- 
trap about the family and educa- 
tion, about the hallowed co-rela- 
tion of parent and-child, becomes 
all the more disgusting, the more, 
by the action of Modern Industry, 
all family ties among the pro- 
letariat are torn asunder, and 
their children transformed into 
simple articles of commerce and 
instruments of labor,” 

Karl Marx, that just is not true! 

If there is to be no family under 
communism, what then? Marx 
anticipated that question by stat- 
ing: 

“The communists have no need 
to introduce community of women; 
it has existed almost from time 
immemorial....bourgeois mar- 
riage is in reality a system of 
wives im common and thus, at the 
most, what the communist might 
possibly be reproached with, is 
that they desire to introduce, in 
substitution for a hypocritically 
concealed, an openly legalized com- 
munity of women.” 

Karl Marx, only a_ perverted 
mind like yours could present such 
monstrous lies against society! 

In order to destroy all existing 
social organization the commu- 
nists declare plainly: 

“Their mission is to destroy all 
previous securities for, an insur- 
ance of, individual property.... 
at first a national struggle .... the 
more or less veiled civil war, rag- 
ing within an existing society, up 
to the point where that war 
breaks . out into’ open. revolu- 
fon...’ 

In concluding its vitriolic vitu- 
peration, the Communist Mani- 
festo shouts: “In short, the com- 
munists everywhere support every 
revolutionary movement against 
the existing social and political 
order of things.” 

That is, by bloodshed the com- 
munists propose to build a new 
society, by hatred they will heal 
the wounds of the human heart, 
by terror and treachery they will 
spread the truth, by violence they 
will vindicate the wrongs of man- 
kind, by revolution they will ele- 


}vate the masses of humanity, and 


by slave Jabor camps they will 
raise the standard of living! 
When you teach mankind, Thou 
shalt not honor thy father and thy 
mother, thou shalt hate thy neigh- 
bor, thou shalt not provide for 
thine own but leave that respon- 
sibility to the State, Karl Marx, 
you lie! 


III. Communism Is as Big a 
Political Lie as Ever Has 
Been Proposed 


The basic political purpose in 
the communist program, as stated 
explicitly by Karl Marx, is ‘to 
raise the proletariat to the posi- 
tion of ruling .class, to win the 
battle of democracy.” That means 
the “dictatorship of the _ prole- 
tariat!” 

It should take but a moment’s 
reflection to observe that dictator- 
ship and democracy are mutually 
exclusive terms. Dictatorship is 
the rule of one or the few, while 


democracy, in the classic defini- 
idiom of Abraham Lincoln, is “gov- 


ernment of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.” 
To say that communism is the 


“people’s democracy” is distortion 


of the truth so great that it does 
seem no sensible person could pos- 
sibly swallow such doctrine. For 
centuries mankind has been mov- 
ing toward true democracy. The 
power and privilege of autocrats 
have been undermined and re- 
placed by free government of free 
men. To be sure, there are areas 
in the earth where society must 
be lifted to the responsibilities and 
opportunities of self-government, 
but such achievement can be made 
by the orderly process of law, by 
political evolution rather than by 
bloody revolution. To say that 
communism is democracy is a 
gross misrepresentation, a mock- 
ery of words. 

Where communism has. been 
tried, is it a dictatorship? Most 
assuredly—just look at the Soviet 
Union and its satellites! Is it a 
“dictatorship of the proletariat,” 
a government in which the elector- 
ate has freedom of expression and 


choice? Is it a government “of the 


people” when in reality it is a 
police state with terrorism, intimi- 
dation, murder? When there is but 
one political party and one slate of 
candidates, is it a “free election’? 

With the destruction of the Rus- 
Sian Czarist government. by the 
revolution of 1917 and the estab- 
lishment of the Bolshevik rule, 
which developed into the present 
Soviet regime, the oppressive im- 
perial regime was replaced by an 
even more despotic dictatorship in 
the hands of a few ruthless ad- 
venturers. No czar, not even Peter 
the Great or Ivan the Terrible, 
held such despotic control of the 
Russian masses as did Lenin and 
Stalin; nor was the imperial court 
ever cowed by terror in imperial 
days as the Kremlin under the 
Soviets. 

Did you see the sober statistics 
about What Happens to Commu- 
nists? in the little article entitled 
“Russian Roulette in Russia’? 

Being a Soviet official is not a 

healthy occupation... Since 1917, 

not including Beria,; the follow- 

ing have been shot as spies or 
traitors: 

Nine of 11 Cabinet ministers 
holding office in 1936. 

Five out of seven presidents of 
the last Central Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Forty-three of the 53 secre- 
taries of the Communist Party 
Central Organization. 

Fifteen of 27 top Communists 
who drafted the 1936 constitu- 
tion. 

Seventy out of the 80 mem- 
bers of the Soviet War Council. 

Three of every five marshals 
of the Soviet Army. 

All members of Lenin’s first 
postrevolution Politburo, his in- 
ner cabinet of 1917—except 
Joseph Stalin. 

And you claim that to be de- 
mocracy, Karl Marx? 

When you teach men to despise 
authority, that might makes right, 
that the end justifies the means, 
that there can be government 
without morality or religion, Karl 
Marx, you lie! 


Most of all, 


IV. Communism Contains the 
Greatest Spiritual Lie 
Ever Created 
,What is the spiritual and moral 
purpose of communism? The Com- 
munist Manifesto is again brutally 
frank, ever sarcastic in the ex- 
treme: Sneered the seer of com- 

munism: 

The charges against com- 
unism made from a religious, 
a philosophical, and generally, 
from an ideological standpoint, 
are not deserving of serious 
examination . . . . Communism 
abolishes eternal truths, it 
abolishes all religion and all 
morality, instead of constitut- 
ing them on a new basis; it 
therefore acts in contradiction 
to all past historical experience. 


Communism is a religion in the 
commonly accepted meaning of 
that term, a substitute designed 
to*replace all existing loyalties. It 
is Satan’s master strategy in pro- 
posing a plan and program for 
mankind in the place of God's 
provision as stated in the Scrip- 
tures. Note the characteristics of 
this religion of Antichrist. 

Communism has a bible of its 
own, in contrast to the Scriptures. 
The masterpiece of Karl Marx, 
Das Kapital, (Capital) is indeed 


a sort of “international Bible.” A 
well-informed student of political 
theory states, “While practically 
all Marxists are pronounced un- 
believers in. revealed _ religion, 
Marxism has taken on the guise 
of a revelation. Just as texts from 
the Gospels are quoted by both 
Catholics and Protestants, so the 
words of Marx and Engels are 
invoked as final authorities by 
both the revolutionary, or ‘ortho- 
dox’ Marxist, and by ‘opportunists’ 
or parliamentary socialists. When 
a Marxist has significant ideas to 
propound, he prefers to present 
them as commentaries on the ora- 
cular utterances of the masters.” 

To the communists there is no 
God. Man is his own God, there- 
fore his own Saviour. His destiny 
is in his own hands. There is noth- 
ing supernatural, no authority 
higher than man himself. There- 
fore the communist is contemp- 
tuous of his fellowmen, callous to 
their sufferings, and willing to 
sacrifice multitudes of them to 
gain his own ends. Witness the 


planned starvation of millions in — 


Soviet Russia and in communist 
China, and the utter indifference 
to the suffering of wounded men 
in Korea or at Dienbienphu. 


Salvation to the communist, is, 
of course, something solely eco- 
nomic. Man’s only need is for his 
body. Soul he has none. In sub- 
Stancé, Karl Marx, you are say- 
ing, ‘Man lives by bread alone’; 
and so saying, you lie! 

The communists claim that the 
ultimate goal of revolution and 
destruction will be the establish- 
ment of a classless society to be 
attained by the completely non- 
moral laws of science. When “the 
expropriators are expropriated” 
the world will be in peace and 
safety! 


The Scriptures do teach that 
there will be the millennial reign 
of righteousness and of peace at 
the personal coming again of the 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
when He shall compel the nations 
to beat their swords into plow- 
shares .and. their - spears into 


pruning hooks, That millennium - 
will be instituted by divine Inter-. 


vention and not by human destruc- 
tion and revolution. The Scriptures 
furthermore teach that just before 
the coming of the King of kings 
the Antichrist will set up his 
greedy and godless rule over all 
the world; and communism, I re- 
peat, has done more to condition 
men’s minds for the rule of Anti- 
christ than any doctrine ever pre- 
sented to mankind. 

In substance, the communist 
proposes for the welfare’ of man- 
kind the destruction of*all reli- 
gion and morality, the replace- 
ment of love by hatred, of truth- 
fulness by deceit, of development 
by destruction, of blessing by 
brutality, of peace by persecution, 
of the love of truth by lying. In 
the measured words of a leading 
contemporary political philosopher, 
“Nothing makes men more com- 
pletely fanatical than belief in a 
cause which reverses moral stand- 
ards and releases them from all 
traditional restraints and inhibi- 
tions.” 

When you teach men that there 
is no God, that the Bible is not 
the revelation of Almighty God, 
that there are no eternal truths 
nor truthfulness, nor morality, nor 
kindness; when you propose to 
substitute the clenched fist of 
communism for the nail-scarred 
hand of Jesus Christ, Karl Marx, 
you lie! 


We turn again to the Scriptures 
and read with increasing under- 
Standing, “Because they receive 
not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved; and for this cause 
God shall send them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie, 
that they all might be damned who 
believe not the truth, but have 
pleasure in unrighteousness.” 


These are solemn and serious 
words that search out the iniqui- 
ties and injustices of communism. 
Its own writings and record to 
date brand it as the Big Lie, and 
the Scriptures would indicate that 
it is an integral part of the pre- 
paration for the coming of the 
Antichrist, that man of sin, the 
son of perdition, who will “exalt 
himself above all that is called 
God,” and whom “the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of His 
mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming.” 

. The Big Lie will be destroyed 
by. the brightness of the Truth. 


— THE END — 
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Page Nine 


How a Devil-Possessed . . . 


(Continued from page 1) 


God: and the prisoners heard 
them. And suddenly there was a 
great earthquake, so_ that the 
foundations of the prison were 
shaken: and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every one’s 
bands were loosed, And the keeper 
of the prison awaking out of his 
sleep, and seeing the prison doors 
open, he drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, suppos- 
ing that the prisoners had been 
fled. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: 
for we are. all here. ‘Then he called 
for a light, and sprang in, and 
came trembling, and fell down be- 
fore Paul and Silas, And brought 
them out, and said, Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved? 

“And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thow shalt 
be saved, and thy house. And they 
spake unto him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were in his 
house. And he took them the same 
hour of the night, .and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, 
and he and all his, straightway. 
And when he had brought them 
into his house, he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in 
God with all his house.”—Acts 16: 
16-34. 

Let uS consider some great 
truths brought out in this Bible 
adventure story. 


I. All Fortunetelling, Astrolo- 
gy, Spiritualist Seancers 
Are of. Satan 


We are told that “a certain 
damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought 
her masters much gain by sooth- 
saying.” This young woman had 
an evil spirit in her. .She was 
demon-possessed. This demon 
within her helped in telling for- 
tunes. She was a slave girl, and 
her masters got much gain from 
her fortunetelling, her soothsay- 
ing, 

Here then is a truth that every- 
body..ought to know. Fortune- 
telling, divining, soothsaying, 
trying to foretell the future by 
signs, by palm reading, by tea 
leaves, bY communication with 
evil spirits, or pretended. com- 
munication with the dead, is_of 
Satan. It is wicked, it is deceptive, 
it is ruinous. 


1. Idolatrous Heathen People 
Brought God’s Curse Upon 
Them by Such Sins 

In Deuteronomy 18:9-14, the 
Lord gave solemn warning to the 
that they must _-not 
practice the sins-of the heathen 
people whose land they were to 
take. There the Scripture says: 

“When thou art come into the 
land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to 
do after the abominations of those 
nations. There shall not be found 
among you any one that maketh 
his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that useth divi- 
nation, or an observer of times, 
or an enchanter, or a witch, Or a 
charmer, or a consulter with fam- 
iliar spirits, or a wizard, or a ne- 
cromancer. For all that do these 
things are an abomination unto 
the Lord: and because of these 
abominations the Lord thy God 
doth drive them out from before 
thee. Thou shalt be perfect with 
the Lord thy God. For these 
nations, which thou shalt possess, 
hearkened unto observers of times, 
and unto diviners: but as for thee, 


the Lord thy God hath not suf- 


fered thee so to do.” 


* The Scripture could not be 
plainer; the sins named here go 
with heathen idolatry. They are 
an abomination to God. 

Here God condemns those “that 
useth divination,” or fortunetell- 
ing. Fortunetelling by reading of 
the palm is a sin. Fortunetelling 
by reading tea leaves is a sin. Any 
manner of divination or fortune- 
telling is a part of heathen idola- 
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try which Christians should ut- 
terly avoid. 


God also condemns “an observer 
of times.” Some reader of. this 
paper reads an “astrology” maga- 
zine. There the year’s calendar 
is divided up under certain signs 
of the zodiac, and writers pretend 
to advise people about what day 
is a good day for business... what 
kind of person they should marry, 
depending upon their birthdate. 
Other people buy from some radio 
charlatan a mimeographed “horo- 
scope” which pretends to give ad- 
vice based upon a reading of the 
stars. The fake astrologist says, 
“The stars incline but do ‘not 
compel”; that is, the stars have 
a tendency to control the lives of 
people a certain way if they were 
born on a certain date and under 
certain conditions. But when 
things do not turn out well by 
following their advice, these 
money-grabbing ‘astrologists” al- 
ways have an alibi: “The stars 
only incline but they do not com- 
pel one to have good fortune”! 


One who spends money for the 
advice of an “astrologist,” or sends 
money for a horoscope, or buys 
astrology magazines and _ books, 
simply proves the adage, “A fool 
and his money are soon parted.” 
Nobody was ever helped by such 
literature or advice. No one ever 
learned the secret of happiness or 
the secret of success through such 
channels. But those who follow 
such ways grieve God and com- 
mit an abomination which He de- 
spises. These people may enslave 
themselves in sin and lose their 
poor, mortal souls by following 
things that lead away from Jesus 
Christ and the Bible and,salvation. 


But the Scripture clearly con- 
demns ‘an enchanter, or a witch, 
Or a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or 
a necromancer.” The term “con- 
sulter with _ familiar spirits” 
clearly refers to:‘spiritism, or 


‘What is generally called spiritual- 


ism. Those who go to a spiritual- 
istic seance and try to speak with 
spirits. of the departed dead are 
guilty of this sin. 


In -some cities these spiritists 
have what they call “churches.” 
Sometimes these wicked deceivers 
pretend to be Christians and to 
teach Christianity. In Dallas, 
Texas, I once announced to preach 
in the Galilean Baptist Church on 
the. theme of the devil-possessed 
fortuneteller and, in a newspaper 
announcement, promised to show 
what the Bible. had to say about 
spiritist seances and fortunetelling. 
A man came to see me and Said, 
“T don’t think you ought to run 
down other churches. My wife is 
the pastor of the First Spiritualist 
Church here in Dallas: She sent 


me to see you.” Then he gave me 


her card. It read about as follows: 
“MADAME ZELMA, pastor of the 
First Spiritualist Church, divine 
healer. Foretells the future, helps 
in problems of love and business.” 


I said, “Why did your wife not 
come to see me personally,-if she 
is pastor of the church?” 

He replied, “She is confined to 
her bed with inflammatory rheu- 
matism and could not come.” 

She claimed all kinds of miracu- 
lous powers, she claimed to be a 
“divine healer,” yet she was con- 
fined. to her bed with inflamma- 
tory rheumatism! 

But spiritists have no right to 
call their evil practices Christian. 
The familiar spirits with whom 
they consult, if they truly consult 
any, are demons. Their work is 
anti-Christian. They deny the 
fundamentals of the Christian 
faith; they lead people into sin. 

In Fairfield, Alabama, I saw on 
a certain street a number of places 
with a fortuneteller’s sign outside 
each. Usually the sign included a 
picture of a palm and the name, 
“Madame So-and-So.” I was sur- 
prised to find so many women in 
the trade of fortunetelling. I 
looked inside a door. Later I in- 
quired of a preacher friend as to 
why there were a number of beds 
in the small rooms which were 
visible from the door, and I was 
shocked to hear that mogt of the 
palm readers were also prostitutes. 

It is not surprising that, in many 
eases, fortunetelling should be 
linked up with other evils because 
fortunetelling itself is heathen 


idolatry: which the Scripture says 


is an abomination to God. For 


these very sins the heathen na- 
tions were driven out of the land 
of Canaan and destroyed. God 
warned the Israelites not to take 
up the same abominations. 

Do you know why King Saul 
was rejected and his family was de- 
posed from the kingship in Israel? 
The answer is given in I Chron- 
icles 10:13, 14, in these words: 


“So Saul died from his transgres- 
sion which he committed against 
the Lord, even against the word 
of the Lord, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of one 
that had a familiar spirit, to en- 
quire of it; And enquired not of 
the Lord: therefore he slew him, 
and turned the kingdom unto 
David the son of Jesse.” 


2. The Obvious Folly of Depending 
Upon Fortunetellers 


It ought to be apparent to any- 


body who gives it second thought | 


that anyone who pretends to be 


‘able to foretell the future is a 


wicked fraud. Consider for a mo- 


ment. If any fortuneteller could} 


genuinely foretell the future, why 
would he or she need to open a 
dingy little office and collect 
money from the gullible poor to 
make a living? If a fortuneteller 
could foretell the price of any 
leading stock on the stock market 
next week, he could be rich over 
night. There are plenty of bank- 
ers, investors, industrial leaders, 
who would pay enormous sums 
for sure knowledge on such mat- 
ters. | 

If any fortuneteller could tell 
for certain how any big-league 
baseball game would turn out, he 
could cash in. If ‘he could tell 
which horse will win on any 
famous race course, he could 
make thousands. If he could tell 
what man will be elected to the 
presidency, or to a governorship, 
or any Senate race, he could make 
unlimited money from that know- 
ledge. If any fortuneteller could 
tell when war will come, when 
prices will go up or down, whether 
it will rain in a certain area at 
a needed time, that one could 
make plenty of money. The simple 
fact is that anybody who claims 
to be able to tell what will happen 
in the future, if he could prove 
the matter beyond any doubt, 
could make millions of dollars out 
of his knowledge, and would not 
be in the poor, shabby business 
that he is in. Fortunetelling is a 
fraud, a deliberate, wicked, crim- 
inal fraud. And people who pat- 
ronize fortunetellers are guilty 
of folly and of encouraging wick- 
edness. 


3. Is Anyone Ever Able to Foretell 
the Future Correctly? 


Is there nothing at all to the 
claim of people to ‘foretell the 
future? Is there ever any con- 
nection with the unseen world on 
the part of some fortunetellers? 
To this we must answer, in some 
cases, yes. Sometimes, in some 
isolated cases, fortunetellers and 
spiritists have been able to re- 
veal things that they could not 
have known naturally. My cousin 
once lost a fine horse, then went 
to a spiritist seance for advice. 
The spiritualist went into a trance, 
said that he saw the horse 
stolen by a man of certain age 
and appearance, saw the horse 
then led behind a wagon on the 
road from Greenville to Marietta, 


Oklahoma. My cousin phoned the} 
next Oklahoma f 
county, the sheriff found the man} 


sheriff in the 


leading the horse’ behind the 


wagon, 


it got the horse, led to further 
dependence on fortunetellers, with 
no permanent prosperity, and was 
doubtless a spiritual curse. 

There are a good number of 


other cases. on record where 
fortunetellers and_ Spiritualist 
mediums have revealed things 


which they could not have known 
through any ordinary human 
channels. 

What is the answer in these 
cases? The answer is that such 
people are literally in touch with 
demons. And these demons some- 
times may reveal just enough to 
ensnare people, deceive them, and 
lead them into sin. 

No one ever finds the secret of 
happiness from a fortuneteller or 
spiritist medium. No one ever 
finds the way to permanent suc- 
cess and prosperity. Satan may 
allow demons to reveal some little 
things enough to lead one on into 
sin, to lead one away from the 
Bible, but never certainly would 


and the horse was re-f 
covered. But the advice, though } 


this enemy of our souls lead any- 


body to be happy, to be truly suc-| 


cessful, to turn from sin and to 
lead them into a life of peace and 
righteousness, 


The girl who brought her mas- 
ters much gain by her soothsaying 
was literally possessed of a devil. 
And so she may have been able 
to tell enough truth to lead people 
on and to deceive them fur- 
ther in their idolatrous and 
wicked practice. But’ she never 
helped anybody to do right, never 


helped anybody to be permanently 
happy or permanently successful. 
There is no real profit, and never 
can be, in dealing with astrol- 
ogers, fortunetellers, and spiritual- 
ist mediums. They are of Satan, 
and when there is anything at 
all to their claims of being able to 
foretell the future, or to reveal 
secrets, it 1s by dealing with 
demons. And any person who deals 
with fortunetellers, astrologers, 
and mediums does so to the peril 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 24, 1954 


How a Devil-Possessed . . . 


(Continued from page 9) 


of his soul and the peril of his 
happiness. 


4, When She Was Saved, This 
Brave Girl Quit Her 
Fortunetelling 


Even the demon-possessed girl 
of Acts, chapter 16, knew that 
Paul and Silas were preachers of 
the true God and the true Saviour 
and the only way of salvation. 
Demons know that Jesus is the 
Saviour. So this girl followed Paul 
and Silas saying, ‘““‘These men are 
the servants of the most high God, 
which shew unto us the way of 
salvation.” That went on many 
days. Paul was grieved in his 
heart. At last he had faith enough 
to turn to her and say to the 
wicked demon within her, “I com- 
mand thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” Thank 
God, the demon came out the 
same hour! She was delivered and 
saved. 


Do you believe that there are 
literal demons who sometimes 
literally possess people? I do be- 
lieve it. On the foreign mission 
field it has been often proven. 
The wonderful book, Pastor Hsi, 
published by the China Inland 
Mission, written by Mrs. Howard 
Taylor, the famous daughter-in- 
law of Hudson Taylor himself, 
tells of many cases of demons 
cast out by the power of God. No 
doubt many cases of insanity, 
many cases of alcoholism and 
dope habits and of insane rages 
and inexplainable murders are 
simply the results of demon-pos- 
session. But Jesus Christ can cast 
them out. 


But this girl, when the demon 
left her, told no more fortunes! 
When she trusted in Christ, she 
was made a new creature and was 
delivered from her terrible demon- 
possession. She quit the wicked 
business of deceiving and telling 
fortunes. 

If you are a child of God, then 
you ought to forever renounce all 
the horoscopes, all the spiritualist 
seances, all the palmists and other 
fortunetellers. They are abomin- 
able in God's sight! To deal with 
such things is to deny the truth of 
the Bible. 

Why should a Christian go to 
such false cults and false people to 
try to learn the future? If you need 
to know the future you. may ask 
God to show you what He wants 
you to do and how things will 
come out. But a Christian does 
not need to know the future. “I do 
not know what the future holds, 
but I know the One who holds 
the future.” Thank God, a Chris- 
tian can live in daily trust and 
daily happiness, knowing that 
nothing can befall him but what is 
allowed by his loving Heavenly 
Father, and “that all things work 
together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” 
(Rom. 8:28) 

You who have patronized for- 
tunetellers, I beg you in Jesus’ 
name to confess this sin and for- 
sake it utterly and forever! This 
Slave girl quit her fortunetelling 
when she was saved. So must you, 
if you would honor Christ and 
avoid chastisement. 


II. Winning Souls and Rebuk- 
ing Sin Gets Christians 
Into Trouble 

To some it will seem very 
strange that when Paul and Silas, 
loving the Saviour so much, griev- 
ing over this poor, demon-posses- 
sed girl, and finally having faith 
to command the demon to leave 
her, saw the wonderful results of 
their faith, they were made to 
suffer for it. 

The wicked men who owned the 
Slave girl “saw that the hope of 
their gains was gone.” So they 
seized Paul and Silas, brought 
.them to the market place unto 
the rulers, and began to make 
false accusations. They _ said, 
“These men, being Jews, do ex- 
ceedingly trouble our city, And 
teach customs, which are not law- 
ful for us to receive, neither to 
observe, being Romans.” 

That is not the first time any- 
body who served Jesus Christ was 
ever slandered and  misrepre- 
sented! It was not the last time. 
Of course it was not true that 
Paul and Silas taught customs 
not lawful for Romans to receive. 
It is true that they were Jews, 


but they were not teaching Juda- 
ism when they preached Christ 
and when they cast out the demon 
from this devil-possessed girl, The 
real trouble was that these men 
saw that their days of making 
money out of a wicked practice 
and out of the debauchery of this 
girl, were gone! 

Today when somebody slanders 
preachers, when somebody says 
that evangelists are racketeers, 
just in business for the money, 
you may know that there’s some- 
thing else back of it. The evan- 
gelists have hurt some wicked 
business. They have freed some 
sinner from the slavery of sin! 


So a great multitude rose up 
against Paul and Silas. And the 
judges tore off their clothes and 
commanded to beat them. After 
many stripes, they were cast into 
prison. The jailer put them into 
a dungeon, made their feet fast 
in stocks; and sitting on a cold, 
stone floor, with backs bruised 
and bleeding, and without any 
Supper, the two preachers had 
time to meditate over what had 
happened to them. How lonely, 
how uncomfortable, how mis- 
treated they must have felt! Be- 
cause they had brought life and 
happiness to a poor lost girl, they 
were hated and abused. For doing 
good they were persecuted! They 
came only to help, and they were 
slandered and punished! 


Does it seem strange to you that 
it must cost persecution and 
trouble and misunderstanding and 
abuse, if one really serves Jesus 


‘Christ as he ought? Then you 


need to know again what the 
Bible teaches on this question. 

It always costs something to 
serve Jesus Christ. 

Jesus told His disciples, “If the 
world hate you, ye know that it 
hated me before it hated you. If 
ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but because 
ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. 
Remember the word that I said 
unto you, The servant is not 
greater than-his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also per- 
secute you; if they have kept my 
saying, they will keep your’s also” 
(John 15:18-20). 

“The servant is not greater than 
his lord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you,” 
Jesus said. 

The Lord Jesus Christ came into 
a world of sinners and suffered 
for it. He underwent such abuse, 
such hatred, such slander, and 
such torment as no one else ever 
sees at the hands of sinful men. 
Are you a follower of Jesus? Then 
the people who hate Jesus ought 
to hate you, too. If we were good 
enough Christians, the world that 
hates Jesus Christ would hate us 
also, 

How strange it is that some 
Christians live so little like Jesus, 
and have so little of His passion 
for soul winning and His burden 
for righteousness, that they can 
please the world very well! If 
the servant were like his Lord, 
he would suffer like his Master. 

Is it bad to be hated, bad to 
be persecuted, bad to be misunder- 
stood for Jesus’ sake? No, it-~-is 
blessed! Jesus said, “Blessed are 
ye, when men shall hate you, and 
when they shall separate you from 
their company, and shall reproach 
you, and cast out your name as 
evil, for the Son of man’s sake. 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap 
for joy: for, behold, your reward 
is great in heaven: for in the like 
manner did their fathers unto the 
prophets” (Luke 6:22, 23). 

How blessed are those Chris- 
tians who, like Paul and_ Silas, 
entered into the persecution and 
the abuse which mankind has for 
Jesus: and for those who are 
really like Jesus. 

Some of us Christians ought to 
beware of the curse that is pro- 
nounced upon Christians who do 
not suffer for Christ. “Woe unto 
you, when all men shall speak 
well of you! for so did their 
fathers to the false prophets” 
(Luke 6:26). 

I was once in a city-wide cam- 
paign with forty churches in 
Miami, Florida, with services in 
the new auditorium in Lakeside 
Park. I was introduced by Dr. Roy 
Angell in most kindly terms. I 


remember that he said, “Every- 


body loves Brother: Rice. Southern 
Baptists love, him. Northern Bap- 
tists love him. We are glad to 
have this man of God to lead a 


great revival campaign in our 
city.” 
All that came from a kindly 


heart of love and I appreciated 
the spirit of it. 

But in preaching on this scene, 
later, I was led to say the follow- 
ing: 

“Suppose that in the midst of 
this campaign I am stricken down 
by death. Mrs. Rice might come 
to the city and say, ‘Since Dr. 
Rice was preaching here and his 
heart was so exercised for revival, 
let us have the funeral service 
from this same auditorium.’ ” 


I said, “Suppose that in this 
auditorium the crowds come by 
to look on my cold, dead face. 
Here is a drunkard saved from his 
drink and from his misery and 
enslavement; he will come by 
and shed a tear of gratitude for 
the man who won him to Christ. 


ful look and say, ‘Now the old 
loud mouth is dead. He'll never 
condemn my sin any more.- He'll 
never hurt my feelings any 
more!’ ”’ pee. 
I said further, “And suppose Dr. 


funeral sermon and suppose he 
should say, ‘Here lies a man who 
had not an enemy in the world.’ ”’ 
And then turning: to Dr. Angell I 
said, “Dr. Angell, if you should 
say that I would rise up again 
from that coffin and call you a 
liar! I would have to say that 
poor and weak as I am, thank 
God I’ve made some enemies for 
Jesus Christ’s sake. I do not have 
the woe, the curse upon me which 
is pronounced upon those of whom 
all men speak well.” 

No, no! It is a blessing un- 
speakable that we who preach the 
Gospel, we who try to be true to 
Christ in condemning sin, in fer- 
vently winning souls, can enter 
into the persecution and into the 
abuse which came to the dear 
Saviour Himself! 

How familiar was this scene to 
the Apostle Paul himself! Later 
on he wrote young Timothy and 
said, “Yea, and all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution” (II Tim. 3:12). Paul 
remembered the time when he had 
fought the lions at Ephesus, with 
his life in danger. He remembered 
that on his body he bore the 
marks of the Lord Jesus. He re- 
membered when he had been 
stoned at Lystra-and dragged out 
of the city and left for dead. He 
remembered the cruel stocks in 
the jail at Philippi, and the beat- 
ings and the public slander. And 
Paul says, “‘All that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shail suffer per- 
secution.”’ 

So when I pray that God will 
send forth laborers into His har- 
vest field; that He will call out 
mighty evangelists who condemn 
sin, who preach with power, who 
denounce worldliness and modern- 
ism and call people back to the 
old faith, I know that I am calling 
for men to suffer. I do not promise 
that you will have the favor of 
the world if you win souls. I do 
not promise that all men will love 
you if you stay true to Christ and 
the Bible and if you defend the 
Gospel and defend .the Bible 
against the gainsayers and infidels 
in the churches and out. I say 
that one who lays his life on the 
altar for Jesus must enter into the 
crucified life. The servant is no 
greater than his Master. If the 
world hated Jesus, it will hate 
you, if you are like Jesus. 


So when Paul and Silas with ag- 
gressive evangelism went after 
this poor slave girl at Philippi and 
cast out the demon and showed 
her how to trust in Christ, then 
they were seized and beaten and 
put in jail and slandered and their 
feet were made fast in the stocks. 


Christians may expect trouble 
when they go out-and-out into 
Spirit-filled, aggressive soul win- 
ning and into any aggressive fight 
against Satan and wickedness and 
unbelief. : 

One preacher said to me, “You 
talk about the Devil as if he were 
a person. You speak about Satan 
being against your work. Why do 
you think Satan does not attack 
me and bother me?” 

I answered in the familiar cow- 
boy language of my boyhood, “If 
you twisted the Devil’s tail as 
much as I do, he would hate you, 


The World Council of Churches _ 


(Continued from page 7) 


not only unAmerican and unpa- 
triotic. It is, in this case, short- 
sighted and irresponsible. And to 
pass a resolution that America 
should never drop atomic bombs 
and bring pressure on the govern- 
ment to disarm, is only to en- 
courage Russian aggression. And, 
as this follows the so-called peace 
talk of the communist Daily 
Worker magazine, and the official 
propaganda of Russia, it seems to 
uS childish on the part of some 
naive do-gooders, and an inten- 
tional following of the communis- 
tic line by others. 


Of course I do not mean that 
Bishop Oxnam or most of the 
other principal World Council 
leaders are communists. I do not 
believe anything of the kind. Those 


leaders sent to America by com- 
munist governments are probably 
communists in principle. Most 
others are not. But I believe they 
are socialists who have the gen- 
eral ideological background of 
communism. 

Sound, © Bible-believing Chris- 
tians will need to beware about 
fellowship in the National Council 
of Churches and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. A good, out-and- 
out Christian standing for the 
whole Word of God, cannot feel 
too much at home with the other 
men who feel at home with the 
communist Bishop Peter of Hun- 


gary, and with the modernist, 
Marxist leaders of the World 
Council. 


— THE END — 
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I know that when I have turned 
literally thousands of drunkards 
away from their drink, the bar- 
tenders, the brewers, and the 
liquor crowd have hated me for 
it. I know that when I have 
called Christian men out of the 
forbidden abominations of the 
secret orders, the bloody oaths, 
the yoke with unbelievers, I have 
been slandered for it. 

In Sherman, Texas, once, after 
the first week or two of a great, 
open-air revival campaign in which 
many were saved, I boarded an 
early train for Ft. Worth where 
I would have radio broadcasts 
and return. Another man got on 
the train also at Sherman and 
introduced himself to me. He said, 
“Aren’t you Evangelist John R. 
Rice?” I replied in the affirmative. 
He said, “Then I figure that you 


‘owe me three hundred dollars. I 


am the owner of two picture 
theaters in Sherman. In the way 
you have drawn the crowds to the 
courthouse square in your open-air 
revival and in the way you have 
turned people against the shows, 
I figure that I have lost at least 
three hundred dollars this week 
and I charge you with it.” 

I must confess that I did not 
weep! But I could understand why 
he did not like me. 

Yes, Christians must expect to 
suffer persecution if they are ag- 
gressive in soul winning and in op- 
posing sin. 


III. But God Helps His Own 
Who Do Right! 


I have told that those who lay 
lives on the altar for out-and-out 
service may expect trouble. Those 
who live godly suffer persecution. 
Those who aggressively obey Jesus 
Christ in carrying out the Great 
Commission, in winning souls, in 
opposing sin, will suffer the re- 
proach of Christ. But let us not 
despair. Thank God, the story 
does not end there. God always 
takes the part of those who suffer 
for Him. God always brings His 
own out on top, when they do 
right! 

Paul and Silas were in jail. I 
can imagine that there was a 
good deal of soreness in body and 
distress in spirit. People do not 
like to get in jail. And preachers 
would be sadder about being in 
jail than anyone else. 

Reading between the lines I 
find a strange fact. “And at mid- 
night Paul and Silas prayed, and 
sang praises unto God.’ But what 
happened the first part of the 
night? Why no songs of praises at 
ten o’clock and at eleven o'clock? 
Why those long hours before the 
time of praises and before the 
prayer of faith which delivered 
them? 

I can imagine that the first 
half of the night -was a time of 
soul-testing for Paul and Silas. 
Perhaps Paul said, “Silas, the 
people are meeting tonight for 
services and we are not there! 
Now the whole revival effort is 
ruined, because we healed this 
slave girl’s demon-possession and 


| too.” : 


got her saved.” 


I can imagine that Silas said, 
“Well Paul, I’m for plain preach- 
ing, but don’t you think you Ccar- 
ried the thing too far? Now we 
are in disgrace. Everybody in town 
has heard that we have been 
arrested, that we have been pub- 
licly beaten, that we are in jail. 
Even the sinners have been told 
we are teaching customs that are 
wrong and wicked and unlawful.” 


I do not know all that went 
on in the hearts of Paul and 
Silas. But at last I imagine Paul 
looked up and said, “Well, bless 
God, that slave girl is saved! 
She will never tell any more 
fortunes. She has peace and for- 
giveness. Thank God, we did right 
and God answered prayer. So I’m 
going to rejoice. God can take 
care of the ruined revival. God 
can take care of the public dis- 
grace and the bad reputation. 
Let’s have a good song.” 

So they prayed and sang praises 
to God. 

The prisoners heard them, we 
are told. 

But somebody else heard them 
too. Let us imagine a scene in 
Heaven. 

I can imagine that near the 
throne of God, Gabriel stands 
rather anxiously waiting to see 
what God would do. I can imagine 
that the Lord turns to him and 
says, “Gabriel, what is wrong? 
Why are you troubled? You seem 
upset!” 

And I can imagine that Gabriel 
answers back, “Lord, aren’t You 
going to do anything about those 
two preachers in jail? They were 
true to You. They preached the 
truth. They won that slave girl 
and cast out the demon. Now they 
have been abused and_ beaten; 
their clothes are torn, and they are 
sitting there in a dark dungeon 
with their feet fast in the stocks. 
They had no supper. They’re sit- 
ting on a cold, stone floor. Their 
backs ache. Lord, aren’t You go- 
ing to do anything about it?” 

And Jet us imagine further. I 
imagine that the Lord turns to the 
angel Gabriel and says, “Well, 
what would. you like to do about 
it?” 

And Gabriel answers, “I’d like 
to go down there and shake that 
jail to pieces! I’d like to break 
those, stocks open and turn Paul 
and Silas loose and break every 
lock on the doors in that old jail. 
I'd like to shake that old jailer 
out of his bed and bring him to 
his senses!” 

I can imagine that the Lord 
turns and says to Gabriel, “All 


right, Gabriel, but take it easy, 


don’t hurt anybody!” 
It may:not have happened just 


that way in Heaven, but some- 


thing happened! For suddenly God 
shook the old jail with an earth- 
quake. The stocks were broken 
and Paul withdrew his aching 
ankles from them, and so did Silas. 
The doors flew open, the chains 
fell off. The keeper of the prison 
awoke out of sleep and saw the 
prison doors open. He thought, 
“Every prisoner has_ escaped! 


(Continued on page 11) 
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They will hold me accountable for 
this and put me to death tomor- 
row!” So he drew a sword and 
would have killed himself. 

But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, ‘““Do thyself no harm: 
for we are all here.” 

So the old jailer called for a 
light and came in with great 
trembling and fell down on his 
knees before Paul and Silas. I 
suppose he admitted the wicked- 
ness of beating the apostles. At 
any rate, he brought them out of 
the jail and said, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas 
told him how to trust Christ, and 
the jailer and his whole family 
were saved! 

I am sure that Paul and Silas 
always looked back on this occa- 
sion with the greatest joy. 

Read Paul’s letter to the Philip- 
pians. See how tenderly he writes! 
How he loved the place and the 
people! Paul never grieved over 
the torn shirt, over the bloody 
back, over the night in the stocks. 
Paul always knew that when he 
had served God aright trouble may 
come but God brings you out of 
trouble. God takes the part of 
those who are faithful and are 


willing to suffer for Him. 


How often, in great revival 
campaigns, in city-wide efforts as 
well as in small country places 
or individual churches, I have 
preached hard against sin, and 


a, 


Satan has raised up enemies. 
Again and again it seemed that 
the Lord would fail, that I would 
be beaten, or run out of town, 
possibly killed, because of my 
plain preaching against sin. But 
thank God, He always helped just 
in the nick of time. 


In a country revival effort in 
a pioneer community in west 
Texas two men threatened me with 
physical violence because I had 
preached against divorce when 
both of them were divorced. 
Thank God, I saw them come later 
with tears pleading for forgive- 
ness and they begged me to go 
to their unsaved children to help 
win them. 


In Plainview, Texas, a man 
stopped me on the street, pulled 
his knife, opened it, and threat- 
ened to kill me because I preached 
against the dance when he had 
had a dance in his home and in- 
vited the church young people to 
dance. 

In more than one place church 
members have come to the pastor 
and demanded that the revival 
services be closed and I be sent 
on my way because my preaching 
offended people. 

In Seattle, Washington, the 
Masonic auditorium was cancelled. 
A city-wide meeting was jeopar- 
dized because it was discovered 
that I preached against Christians 


yoking up with unbelievers in the 


lodges, and all kinds of slanders 
were started about me. It was told 
that I had demanded and received 
a thousand dollars a day for my 
preaching. It was told that I had 
run off with a pastor’s wife in 
the state of Montana (I had never 
been in Montana). 


Even today it is an almost 
daily occurance for me to receive 
letters that call me vile names, 
accuse me of being self-righteous, 
arrogant, unchristian, wunloving, 
and worse, because I called wicked 
modernists by name, and prove 
their modernism by their written 
works, and because I preach 
against sin. In almost every mail 
people cancel their subscriptions 
to THE SWORD OF THE LorRD be- 
cause of some plain preaching or 
teaching of mine published in THE 
SWORD. 


But blessed be God! The Devil 
cannot shut any door where He 
wants a child of God to go. I 
work for the One who said, “‘I am 
he that openeth, and no man 
shutteth; and shutteth, and no 
man openeth” (Rev. 3:7). 


I remember when I went to 
Binghamton, New York, in Jan- 
uary, 1936, at the invitation of 
Grace Baptist Church. A wicked 
man, now dead, had tried to: block 
the meeting, had written’ the 
pastor that I had gone over to 
Pentecostalism. Their pastor re- 
gretfully cancelled the meeting 
and upon inquiry told me why. I 
sent him’ testimonies from a 
dozen pastors with whom I had 
preached. They were clear-cut. 
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Pastor to Give Seminary 
Full Time 


LOS ANGELES, California (E/ 
P) An announcement by Dr. Har- 
old J. Oekenga, pastor of the his- 
toric Park Street Congregational 
Church in Boston, that he is re- 
signing to devote full time to the 


presidency of the Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary in Pasadena 
was received with ‘“‘gratification”’ 


by other administrators of 
seminary. 

Dr. Ockenga has been pastor of 
the Boston church since 1932. And 
he has simultangously served as 
president in absentia of the Ful- 
ler Seminary in Pasadena ‘since 
it was organized seven years ago. 

In announcing his resignation 
from the Boston pastorate, how- 
ever, Dr. Ockenga said he will re- 
turn to the church in September 
after a vacation and remain there 
untilthe first of the year. 
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Doctor Reveals Problem of — 
Unwed Mothers 


SAN FRANCISCO (E/P) A dis- 
tinguished Oregon physician chal- 
lenged the American Medical As- 
sociation—and millions of Ameri- 
can parents—to help solve the 
problem of unwed mothers. In par- 


ticular, he said, aid is desperately | 


needed for unwed mothers who 
are still in their teens. The prob- 
lem, said Dr. Goodrich Schauffler 
of Portland, is no longer that of 
the “poor working girl” or the 
“penniless domestic” as it was 50 
years ago. “A much higher per- 
centage of unmarried mothers 
nowadays comes from compara- 
tively privileged groups—high 
school students, college students, 
young women with good jobs,” he 
said. . 

“In the most recent statistics,” 
he stated, “we find that 44% of 
all illegitimate births were to 
teen-age girls from, 15 to 20, and 
(Continued on page 12) 
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But I wrote him that I was leav- 
ing on Monday to arrive Saturday 
night, that there was no way he 
could contact me to stop me. I 
went by Chicago and preached, 
then by easy stages to Bingham- 
ton. When I arrived, the pastor 
took me in his arms, told how he 
had taken the matter to brother 
pastors and they had seen that it 
was a frame-up by a bad man to 
try to block the meeting. Within 
a week other pastors begged me 
to come into a city-wide campaign. 
The Binghamton theater was 
rented for a month and, sponsored 
by a number ‘of churches, we 
entered into one of the most 
blessed revivals I’ve ever seen, 
with hundreds of people saved. 
God takes the part of those who 
do right! 

Once in Ft. Worth, Texas, a 
committee waited on me to tell me 
that if I did not give up a certain 
radio broadcast, my name would 
be blackballed in every Baptist 
church, I would be named at the 
associational meeting as one unfit 
to hold revival services in 
churches. I would be denounced 
in The Baptist Standard. I had 
taken a plain stand against evolu- 
tion teaching in my own alma 
mater. I was standing for the 
fundamentals of the faith. But 
after prayer I decided that. the 
God I serve could look after His 


men (good men but misled) and 
went on with my _ broadcast. 
Thank .God, more doors have 
opened, wider usefulness has 
come my way, as I disregarded 
men and tried to be true to Jesus 
Christ. 


God takes the part of every 
Christian who is true to Him. Go 
on, my brother, my sister, and win 
souls at any cost! Take your 
plain stand against sin anywhere 
and everywhere. God never leaves 
one alone and ashamed and for- 
saken who is true to Him. Trouble 
may come in the will of God, but 
thank God, always God allows only 
what is best and then delivers His 
servant who is faithful! So Paul 
and Silas got out of jail in a won- 
derful intervention of God. 


IV. The Greatest Question 
Answered: “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” 


The jailer was not only shaken 


awake; he probably was rolled 
out of his bed. But much more 
than that, his conscience was 


awakened. He remembered the 
beating of these men of God the 
night before. He remembered 
that they had been put in prison 
without supper. And these things 
and all of his sins came burning 
alive and new in his conscience. 
These men preached about the 


demon-possessed girl. Surely they 
could tell him, too, how to be 
saved. So he brought them out, 
fell down before them and cried 


out, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
Saved?”’ 
Here in the clearest possible 


words is the great question asked. 
This is the only place in the Bible 
when it is put in exactly these 
words. He wanted to know what 
to do to be saved. And the answer 
was given so clearly that he could 
understand it and so may you. 

“And they said, Believe on the 
Loerd_Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house.” By 
simply turning in his heart to trust 
Jesus as his Saviour, by relying 
upon Jesus, depending upon Jesus, 
committing himself to Jesus as his 
own personal Saviour, he could 
be ingtantly saved. And the pro- 
mise said, “and thy house.” So 
anybody else in his family who 
would trust in Christ could be 
saved too, the same way. 

What a simple and easy and 
wonderful way of salvation! He 
was not to be saved by joining a 
church, not to be saved by being 
baptized, not to be saved by pay- 
ing his debts, by doing right. No, 
the whole matter of salvation 
would be settled the moment he 
turned it over to Jesus Christ by 


{Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” 

This is the same plan of salva- 
tion given in John 1:12. “But as 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become ,the 
sons of God, even to them that’ be- 
lieve on his name.” Receiving 
Jesus is believing on Him, trust- 
ing Him. 

This is the same plan of sal- 


own. I ignored the threats of these 


true God! They had delivered the. 


simple faith! “Believe on the Lord |” 


demus. Jesus said, “And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up: That whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life’ 
(John 3:14-16). The Israelites in 
the wilderness looked to the brass 
snake upon a pole. They believed 
that God would save them from 
the poison of the fiery serpents. 
That snake upon a pole was the 
symbol. They looked and they 
were healed instantly. Just like 
that, Jesus told Nicodemus a poor 
sinner could look to Jesus on the 
cross and believing Him would be 
saved. God loves this poor, sinful 
world and has given His Son to 
die in our stead. One who believes 
in Jesus has everlasting life. 
That is the same plan of sal- 
vation given in John 3:18, “He 
that believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.’ 
The moment one trusts in Christ 
all condemnation is gone. He is 
Saved! 

This is the same plan of salva- 
tion promised in John 3:36, “He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life. 

How often God says it! In John 
5:24 is the same blessed truth 
taught, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life.” 
One who hears the Word of God 
and trusts in God who sent Jesus 
to die for sinners, that moment 
has everlasting life. He will never 
come into condemnation. He is al- 
ready passed from death into life. 
Wonderful salvation! 

Just as a depositor trusts the 
bank in depositing his money, so 
a sinner can turn his soul’s Sal- 
vation over to Jesus. 

Just as a sick man turns his 
case over to a doctor, just so a 
sinner can turn his case over to 
Jesus: Christ and be § instantly 
saved. 


world needs this kind of Saviour 
and this kind of salvation. It is 
not based on man’s works, but on 
the death of Jesus Christ who paid 
for our sins. It is not based on 
human goodness, for we are not 
good. All of us are sinners. But 
it is based simply on God’s loving 
mercy, who has provided a plan 
of salvation for us. Those who 
put their trust in Jesus Christ are 
saved, thank God, saved forever! 


Of course, one who honestly 
trusts in Jesus has turned his 
heart away from his sin. 

I beg everyone who reads this 


sonally given yourself to Jesus in 
a simple transaction, trusting Him 
to save you then and there, once 
and forever? If not, I beg you to 
do it this moment. 


On these verses of Scripture I 
have written a_ little booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
Millions of copies have been 
printed in English and in nineteen 
or twenty . foreign languages 
around ' the world. Literally 
thousands and thousands of people 
have trusted Christ through it. 
That little pamphlet has a closing 
decision form which multiplied 
thousands have signed in solemn 
profession of their faith. I hope 
you will do the same. I will put 
such a decision form at the close 
of this sermon, too, and I want you 
to decide in your heart and sign 
the decision form and copy it and 
mail it to me. But remember this: 
The moment you honestly, peni- 
tently, rely upon Jesus Christ and 
trust Him as your own Saviour, 
that moment your sins are for- 
given and your soul is saved. Have 
you done it before? If not, will 
you do it now? 


V. After the Jailer Got 
Saved— 
How ‘charming is the story of 
the jailer’s conversion! There’s no 
doubt what had happened to this 
man. He is made a new creature. 
And every act seems to indicate 
the change that has come to him. 


1. He Washed the Stripes of the 
Beaten Preachers 
It may be that the jailer him- 


vation which Jesus gave to Nico-t 
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self had wielded the lash when 


’ Paul and Silas with bared backs 


had been beaten the evening be- 
fore, At any rate, now his con- 
science grieves him over every sin 
of the past. Last night he hated 
these preachers; now he _ loves 
them! Last night he cared not at 
all that they were sent supperless 
to jail; now he feeds them. 

I can imagine that with warm 
water he washes the poor, bloody 
back of Paul and says, “Paul, 'm 
so sorry! What a sin for anybody 
to beat God’s preacher who is 
just trying to get people saved! 
Please forgive me, Paul.” And 
then tenderly he washed _ the 
stripes of Silas, too. 

Christians ought to make things 
right that have been wrong. 
Christians ought to restore that 
which is stolen. Christians ought 
to go and make peace with those 
they have wronged. Christians 
ought to pay up bad debts. Thank 
God, the Gospel .of Jesus Christ, 
when taken to heart, helps peopie 
t@ wash the stripes of those they 
fave wronged as the jailer washed 
the stripes of Paul and Silas. 

That reminds me of Zacchaeus 
who was saved and slid down the 
tree to meet Jesus. After he 
trusted Jesus then he said, ‘If I 
have taken any thing from any 
-man by false accusation, I will 
wxestore him fourfold. I will give 
fhalf of my goods to the poor.” 
Zacchaeus was a changed man. 

O Christian, if you have trusted 
#i--Christ, then in His dear name 
set out to prove that you are a 
changed person! There ought to 
be a change in habits, a change in 


‘attitude, a making right of things 


wrong, for one who is saved. 
2. The Jailer Got His Family 
Saved at Once 

‘ How refreshing it is to remem- 
ber that when this wicked old 
jailer was saved, .he got his whole 
family saved the same night. We 
‘are told that Paul and Silas 

*‘spake unto him the word of the 
ie and to all that were in his 

ouse” (Acts 16:32). There were 
fo infants here, we learn, for 

“everyone heard the Word of the 
Lord preached that night. And 
then he was baptized, “he and all 
straightway.” All the mem- 
bers of his household were saved 
and baptized. And then they all 
rejoiced. “And when he _ had 
brought them into his house, he 
sect meat before them, and re- 
joiced, believing in God with all 
his house.’ There were no babies 
sprinkled that night. For all those 
of his household believed in God, 
put their trust in the Saviour and 
rejoiced, just as the father and 
husband had done, 

: Here is a man who got his 
whole family saved the same day. 
And some read this who are Chris- 
trans, who have been Christians 
for twenty years, yet you have not 
won your own children, your own 
léved ones. Shame, shame! In 
Jesus’ name, take it to heart and 
vin your loved ones. It may be 


tirat if such a radical change had 
taken place in your life as took 
place in the life of this jailer, 
your loved ones would have been 
unpressed. Whatever it takes in 
cleaning up your life, in turning 
from sin, in making right the 


wrongs of the past, do it. What- 
ever it takes in having the Word 
of God preached to the whole 
family, as in the jailer’s house, do 
it. Win your loved ones and do it 


_ mow! If you mean business, love 


will find a way to win your loved 
ones, to get them to church, to 
get them to talk to some preacher, 
to get them to read this sermon 
or some booklet on salvation. Do 
not let your family go! The jailer 
won his family, and so may you. 


3. The Jailer Was Baptized 
Straightway 

In verse 22 we are told that the 
jailer “was baptized, he and ‘all 
his, straightway.” 

I'am glad this jailer was bap- 
tized. He was not ashamed to 
take the mark, the brand of Jesus. 
He was not ashamed for his own 
loved ones and for jail helpers and 
prisoners to know that he was a 
Christian. So he was baptized. 

Baptism is intended as a public 
profession of faith in Christ. No 
one ought ever to be baptized 
until he is already saved. But 
after one is saved, baptism comes 


next. In the Great Commission 
we are plainly told, “He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). 
Always the disciples were com- 
manded to baptize disciples after 
they had been won. So ought we to 
do today. 

We are told that baptism is a 
picture of the death and burial 
of Christ, and of His resurrection. 
It pictures also our death to the 
old life, and the wonderful new 
life we have in a resurrected Sav- 
iour. 

Romans 6:4,5 says: 

“Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted together in 
the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resur- 
rection.” 

When that jailer was baptized 
he was saying to himself, saying 
to his family, saying to the prison- 
ers, Saying to Jesus Christ, “The 
old sinner that I was is now 
counted dead! Jesus died in his 
place, so I count the old sinner 
dead. Now I have a new life and 
by the power of God I’m going to 
live a resurrected life.” Every new 
convert ought to make this open 
profession of faith. 

Baptism does not save but it 
declares the salvation which one 
already has, by faith in Christ. 

That jailer did right to be bap- 
tized. His family, after they had 
trusted in Christ, did well also to 
be baptized. 

Baptism ought to follow, as soon 
as possible, one’s faith in Christ. 
The apostles were commanded to 
make disciples, “baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Every church should have baptiz- 
ing at public services. 

In my home town there is a 
church, a church of good people, a 
church of Bible-believers. But they 
are so anxious to please people that 
they do not always please God. So 
to avoid any controversy they 
have agreed that the baptizing of 
new converts is not to be at any 
principal service of the church. 
Lest some pedobaptist should be of- 
fended or lest some Bullingerite 
who does not believe in baptism 
should be offended, new converts 
are never to be baptized in a Sun- 
day morning service, nor in a Sun- 
day evening service, nor in the 
Wednesday night service. One 
must call a semi-private service, 
at some odd and unusual time, to 
have new converts follow Christ 
in baptism. That pleases compro- 
mising people, but I am.sure it 
does no please Christ. 

Oh, if one reads this who is 
born again, who is already a child 


of God, but who has not yet obeyed | 


the blessed command of our Sav- 
iour to be baptized and thus pub- 
licly to show his faith and declare 
his salvation, I beg you to fol- 
low Christ openly, boldly, and 
gladly, in Bible baptism. 

I remember the time I was bap- 
tized in the large railroad “tank” 
or lake near. the little cow town 
of Dundee in west Texas. It was a 
cold November day, and the wind, 
I suppose, was biting, but my 
heart was so warm I did not feel 
it! They sang that day as we came 
out of the baptismal waters, “O 
happy day that fixed my choice 
on Thee my Saviour and mwGod.” 
They sang “’Tis done, the great 
transaction’s done; I am my Lord’s 
and He is mine.” I knew that the 
baptism did not settle the matter, 
but in some strange way I had 
never enjoyed the assurance of it, 
the gladness of it as I enjoyed 
my. Salvation that day! 

The jailer did right to be bap- 
tized at once and openly in pro- 
fession of his faith, and so did 
all of his household, believing in 
God after trusting Christ. 

Now the Gospel has_ been 
preached, the whole family has 
turned to Christ, all have been 
baptized. The jailer has washed 
the apostles’ stripes and has thus 
indicated his repentance from the 
old, life, his turning from the sins 
of the past. Now the hungry 
apostles have their belated supper. 
It is in the wee- small hours of the 
morning. But the jailer takes them 
into his own home, We read, “And 
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when he had brought them into 
his house; he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in 
God with all his house.” A blessed 
and happy home where all the 
members have trusted Christ as 
Saviour, where all have claimed 
Him openly, where all have fol- 
lowed Him in baptism! It must 
have been a happy group gathered 
around the table. Paul and Silas 
now rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame. 
They do not regret their beating 
and their imprisonment, with such 
a happy ending to the story! Now 
their hungry stomachs are filled 
with the food; their lonely and 
bruised spirits are comforted with 
the fellowship of the new con- 
verts! 

Someone, doubtless, reads this 
who. has never openly trusted 
Christ as your own Saviour. To- 
day you could not say as Paul 
said elsewhere, “I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto, him 
against that day” (II Tim. 1:12). 
You do not know that your sins 
are forgiven. You have never hon- 
estly turned to Jesus in personal, 
saving faith! You have never, I 
suppose, in one simple and definite 
transaction turned yourself over 
to Jesus Christ and risked His 
saving blood once and for all, to 
make you a child of God. Then, in 
Jesus’ name, I beg you do it today. 


VI. Be Saved as the Jailer Was : 


Saved, This Moment! 


If you will take Christ as your 
Saviour just as the jailer did by 
humbly turning from your sin and 
depending on Jesus Christ for 
forgiveness, I beg you to sign the 
decision form below, copy it on a 
letter and mail it to me at once. 
How glad I will be tHat another 
sinner has found Christ! I will re- 
joice with you. I will send you a 
letter of encouragement and coun- 
sel. Do not delay but decide and 
sign and copy and mail at once. 
Here is the statement: 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor of THE SworD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I read your sermon about the 
demon-possessed fortuneteller, 
about the jailer who got saved. I 
realize that I am a poor lost sin- 
ner. I believe that Christ died for 
my sins and is willing to save me 
now. This moment I give Him 
my heart, I trust Him to forgive 
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about 32,000 of the illegitimate 
live births in 1950 were. to girls 
younger than 17.” 

The Oregon doctor put. the 
blame on a combination of factors. 
“To begin with,” he said, “we 
must recognize that there is a 
greatly increased awareness of 
sex in the younger group.” This, 
he charged, has been stimulated 
and maintained by the “sex hys- 
teria which is a calculated instru- 
ment of modern journalism and 
so-called entertainment trends in 
movies, radio, television and 
theater.” Added to this are “loose 
practices, bad examples and lack 
of supervision” at home. Liquor, 
narcotics, automobiles and auto 
courts, he said, are serious con- 
tributing factors. So are the in- 
fluences of youthful “gangs” 
which, in certain groups, “almost 
enforce pre-marital sex practices,”’ 
he declared. 


Dr. Schauffler likewise criticized 
the easy accessibility of many 
books— including those of Freud, 
Jung and Kinsey—and of maga- 
zines and even some __ teaching 
courses which “too often defeat 
their own purpose.” When young 
people are exposed to such mater- 
ial without the “co-operation of a 
mature intelligence,” he said, the 
result is often “an emotional 
shambles.” 

% * * 


How Was He to Know? 


The story is told of a North 
Carolina preacher who lived in 
the days when traveling preachers 
were entertained at hotels free of 
charge. This particular preacher 
put up at a small hotel for a few 
days, where he was most hospit- 
ably entertained by the host; but 
he was presented with his bill. 


“Why,” he said, “I thought 
preachers were entertained free.” 
“Well,” said the innkeeper, 


“vou came in and ate your meals 


me. This moment I believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and accept the 
everlasting life which He prom- 
ised. I will claim Christ openly 
and try to live for Him from this 
moment forward. 


—_— HO 


Address: 


without asking the blessing; you 


went to bed and rose in the morn- . 


ing without ever saying a prayer, 
while you were here you talked 
about everything but religion: 
pray, how were we to know that 
you were a preacher? You have 
lived like a sinner, and now you 
will have to pay like one.” 
—From Dawn, 
* * * 

A young woman, defending her 
continued attendance at some 
doubtful place of amusement de- 
clared, “I think a Christian can 
go anywhere.” 


Her friend answered, “Certainly 
she can; but I am reminded of an 
experience of last summer when 
I went with a party to explore 
a coal mine. One of the women 
appeared in a dainty white frock. 
When her friends reproved her she 
turned to the old miner, who 
acted as a guide, and asked, ‘Can't. 
I wear a white dress down there 
into the mine?’ ‘Yes’m, there's 
nothing to keep you from wear- 
ing a white dress down there,’ he 
replied, ‘but there’ll be consider- 
able to keep you from wearing 
one back’!” 

—Selected 
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VITAMINS? 


FREE GUIDE BOOK Proves 
You Can Cut Costs up to 40% 


Vitamins are costing Americans over three 
hundred million dollars a year. It’s time 
folks should be told the plain facts. Stop 
taking Vitamin products just on faith, 
prestige and with the mistaken belief that 
“high price’’ means “quality.’’ No longer 
need you pay $4, $5, $6 and up to $15 per 
100 capsules for the very same vitamins 
your Doctor advises. Nor need you pay $10, 


$12.56 or $19.50 a month for food supple- 


ments rich in California-grown natural fac- 
tors. After 20 minutes’ reading of this 
Guide Book you will understand Vitamins 
as never before. You will mot be fooled 
again by confusing mysterious labels; you 
will be able to pick up any vitamin product 
and know if you are getting your money’s 
worth. Do not spend a single penny for 
vitamins until you get this book and cata- 
log, in which you are sure to find the 
eombination of vitamins or vitamins and 
minerals you are now using. Compare the 
potencies and the prices and you'll on 
amaz at the savings of up to 40%. 
agents will call. Stop buying sea Ho 
blindly. Send postcard today for KREE guide 
book and catalog to. VITAMIN-QUOTA, 
Dept. T-72, 880 Broadway, New York 3, 
N. Y. or Dept. T-72, 1125 Crenshaw Blvd., 
Los Angeles 19, Calif. 


THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


THE PENTATEUCH 


CHARLES R, ERDMAN 


a 


In this beautiful five-volume set, the dean of American Bible 
scholars skilfully unfolds the drama of the basic books of the 
Old Testament. Dr. Erdman separates the wheat from the chaff, 
and goes swiftly and reverently to the heart of things. He parts 
the curtain of mystery dimming the glory of the Pentateuch 
and casts a bright light on the text within. These revealing vol- 
umes belong in the hands of all who seek greater under standing 


of the wor kings of God in history. 
THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


THE BOOK OF EXODUS 


THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY 
The complete set of matched volumes in a handsome slip-case $8.95 


$2.00 THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS 
$2.00 THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 
$1.50 
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HALLOCK’S LIBRARY 
OF SERMON HELPS > 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, Editor and Compiler 


NEW SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS, These 800 illustrations cover 
an unusually wide range of subjects. Dr. Hallock’s collection arms 
the preacher with the desired anecdotes, the choice quotations, 
the telling dramatic episodes needed to point up the truth in ser- 
mons, and on lighter occasions as well. 


FIVE HUNDRED SERMON THEMES. Each of these provocative sermon sketches 
provides text, seed thoughts, and from two to nine points of suggested development. 


The book ventures into many little known or neglected portions of the Scriptures, 
and is rich in suggestions for ‘Special occasions. Indexed by Scripture text, subject, 


and occasion. —y 
Each volume, $3.75 


The set (with slip-case), $6.95 


at your Christian bookstore 
Fleming H. Revell Company. Publishers 
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